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• Water is essential for all life to exist. 

• The ocean holds 97% of the Earth's water & 
covers more than 70% of the Earth’s surface. 

• Less than 3% of Earth’s water is freshwater.

Why is water important?



So what is the concern??
• Approximately 400 billion gallons of water are 

used in the United States per day.  

– Americans use about 100 gallons of water per day.

– At 50 gallons per day, Europeans use about half of the 
water that Americans use.

– Sub-Saharan Africans use only 2-5 gallons of water per 
day (5% of what Americans use).

• According to the Gallup Poll, pollution of drinking water, 
pollution of rivers, lakes, and reservoirs and contamination 
of soil and water by toxic waste have been the top 3 
environmental concerns for Americans since 1990.  



“Waste water” takes on new 
meaning….

• At 1 drip per second, a faucet can leak 3,000 
gal/year.

• You can save up to 4 gal of water every morning 
by turning off the faucet while you brush your 
teeth.  

• Taking a bath requires up to 70 gal of water.  A 5-
minute shower uses only 10-25 gal.

• A running toilet can waste up to 200 gal. of water 
per day. 



• Water Sustainability depends on all of us

• By following the stages of understanding, citizens 
of ALL ages should ultimately become stewards of 
our water resources.

Why do we care?



What is water education? 

…An effort to produce citizens who are 
knowledgeable and care about the quality and 
quantity (present and future) of water, and are 

stewards of water resources.



What is Water Literacy?

• By the time a person graduates high school 
he/she should (for example):
– Know where water comes from, where it goes 

and how it gets treated.

– Have experiences with local watershed and 
water cycle.

– Understand the role water quality and quantity 
can have in ecological health.

– Recognize the influences and impact of 
human actions on the environment.



What is the NH Water Education Plan

Developed by a collaborative group representing educators 
and professionals from various natural resource groups, non-
profit organizations, educational institutes and state agencies. 
The intent of the plan was to identify and highlight key 
recommendations for all water educators in NH These 
recommendations, if implemented, are envisioned to 
produce a water literate citizenry in NH, enhance the 
abilities of NH organizations to collaborate on projects; 
And help secure funding for NH programs by showing a 
strong vision for water education.



Development of the Plan
July 2012 

Reevaluation of DWGWB 
Youth Education Program

September 2012 

Held first partner meeting

October 2012 

DWGWB Educator Survey 
is completed

December2012 

Water Education Summit 
is held & the NH Water 

Education Plan Advisory 
Group is formed

May 2013 

NH Water Education Plan Survey 
Report completed

March 2014

NH Water Education Plan is finalized



Water Education in Action

• Produce a water literate citizenry.

• Collaborate on water education 

• Show a strong vision for water education.



Water Literate Citizenry

– Provide and promote high quality professional 
development opportunities for educators

– Promote citizen science opportunities related to 
water resources

– DWGB
– Project WET

– Drinking Water Week (Festival & Water Science Fair)

– Clearing house of information



Collaboration

• Provide networking opportunity for water educators

• Support regional or watershed based partnerships or 
networks

• Create and maintain and online database of water 
education resources.



Strong Vision

• Implement the plan to collaborate as water 
educators. 

• Work together to produce a water literate 
citizenry.

• Expand our partnerships.

Keep up momentum!



How will it be used by educators?

• Look for opportunities to provide or obtain high 
quality professional development

• Help develop an online database of water 
education resources

• Understand water literacy

• And More…??



How we connect the plan to current 
educational initiatives?

• NH Environmental Literacy Plan (NH ELP)

• Common Core State Standards (CCSS)

• Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS)

Giving The Water Education Plan

some TEETH!



Who Will Benefit?

Remember…

Water Sustainability depends on all of us, and 
it also benefits all of us!



How Can I Help?

– Become a partner
• Plan implementation

• Promote and support the plan

– Continuously educate your self and others
• Become water literate!

– Be a water Steward 
• Promote Best Management Practices (BMPs) 

• Support/encourage education & outreach in your 
community/watershed.

• Support/encourage larger scale watershed 
initiatives and collaborations among smaller 
watershed groups.



Plan Implementation

• The NH Water Education Advisory Group 
needs your help. Grab part of the PIE

– Prioritize  (discuss Survey results …)

– Implement (who has what recommendation)

– Evaluate (living document will need to update)





As we spend today learning about the Sustainability of NH Water Resources, one 
goal from our discussions is to figure out how to move citizens of all ages from 
awareness to appreciation to stewardship of their water resources, recognizing 
that water sustainability depends on all of us, and we depend on it.

– Is New Hampshire on track to managing its water 
resources and infrastructure in a sustainable way?

– How are we working together to ensure this? Should 
we be doing more?

– How do we educate and activate citizens to manage 
their water resources?

Brainstorming


