


Overview

 Established by Executive Order 2011-02 in 
April 2011.

 14 members representing diverse 
interests.

 Charge: Identify strategies to ensure NH’s 
water resources in 25 years are as good as 
or better than today.



A Complex Challenge

 Human activity can harm 
water quality & availability, 
but does not have to do so

 Large investments needed 
in infrastructure

 Balance public resource 
and private property rights





Findings
1. More education of general public is needed.

2. Manage water as a single resource.

3. Over 80% of water pollution is from 
stormwater and wastewater.

4. $2.9 billion needed for water infrastructure. 

5. Increasing frequency of extreme weather 
events.



Goals
1. Engaged public.

2. Support human and 
environmental needs.

3. Integrated watershed 
management.

4. Sustainable infrastructure 
funding.

5. Reduced water pollution.

6. Adaptability to extreme 
weather.

7. Adequate funding to 
manage water.



Where Do We Go From Here?

 Public awareness & engagement initiative 

 Create a Water Advisory Task Force



Most importantly…



NH Listens Process
 Five simultaneous listening sessions in May 

2012.

 Briefing document sent to participants in 
advance

 Common themes and observations 
summarized in report to Commission



NH Listens Findings
 Increased education and public awareness 

regarding water quality and occurrence

 Management, coordination, and protection of 
water resources

 Effective regulations and incentives for water 
conservation

 Recognized need for funding strategies for 
water infrastructure



Public Education/Awareness
 NH residents feel and act “water rich” 

 Education across ages/sectors is necessary 

 Environmental science in schools

 Public awareness campaign for 
public/business

 Information for local and state officials



Coordinated Management of 
Water Resources
 Manage water resources on watershed basis 

 Need new ways of collaborating across 
political boundaries

 Management procedures and regulations must 
be structured to require participation of all



Regulation and Incentives 
for Conservation
 Regulation should reflect common interests

 Cross-sector incentives for conservation and 
personal responsibility

 Tailor to suit sub-regional conditions

 Remove obstacles to long-term planning

 Balance property rights with common good



Funding Structure
 Need for long-term, proactive investment

 Identify sources of capital beyond municipal

 Revalue water to include infrastructure 
maintenance and replacement in costs



Multi-Sector Initiative
 Engage broad range of stakeholders and 

general public

 Establish broad-based constituency to 
transcend short-term limited political 
structure



NH Lives on Water Project
 Volunteer steering committee of former 

Commissioners secured $30K grant

 Contracting with Truslow/Opus to accomplish 
two primary goals:

 Initiate process of forming a cross-sector 
coalition to guide collaborative efforts 

 Evaluate funding mechanisms and sources to 
sustain effort



Big Questions
 Is NH on track to managing its water 

resources and infrastructure in a sustainable 
way?

 How are we working together to ensure 
this? Should we be doing more?

 How do we educate and motivate citizens to 
be responsible stewards of our water 
resources?

 What new partnerships are needed?


