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 • Inform and educate citizens on the importance 
of conserving water resources.

 • Develop an accurate town-wide wetland map

 • Integrate the revised wetland map into the 
permitting process

 • Support the Wetlands Subcommittee in 
devising reasonable revisions to the existing 
wetlands ordinance

 Draft and circulate an information sheet on 
vernal pools and support their protection



 Protect water quality

 Protect drinking water supplies

 Minimize damage from flooding

 Protect wildlife that depend on wetland 
habitats

 Promote scenic quality

 Ensure continued use of wetlands for 
recreational pursuits



 Minimize effects of pollution

 Ensure adequate infiltration of surface run-
off

 Provide a flood zone to minimize erosion

 Protect high-use wildlife corridors

 Protect sensitive vernal pool organisms

 Maintain high functional values for each 
wetland system



 WETLAND EXPLORE SESSION #1 –
Thursday November 7th



 Introductions – what do you know????


 What Are Wetlands Anyway???


 Review of common conceptions / 
misconceptions

 Technical definition
 Review of general types



 Why Are Wetlands Important???


 Functions & Values of Wetlands
 How They Save Lives and $$$
 Wetlands as Habitat for Wildlife

 ---------------------
 FIELD SESSION (behind soccer field)
 Focus: Wetland Morphology
 Hydrology
 Hydric Soils
 Hydrophytic Vegetation



Municipality
Total 

Acres

Total 

Water 

Acres

Total 

Hydric 

Soil 

Acres

Total 

NWI 

Acres

Land 

Acres Miles

Bradford 22,993.7 1,114.0 3,554.8 1,879.2 21,879.7 35.9

New London 16,267.9 2,313.1 2,076.0 2,628.1 13,954.8 25.4

Newbury 24,382.6 1,828.9 1,859.1 2,147.7 22,553.7 38.1

Springfield 28,478.8 1,402.6 2,525.2 2,127.8 27,076.2 44.5

Sutton 27,734.8 1,636.6 2,593.1 2,273.8 26,098.2 43.3

Warner 35,502.0 992.0 2,945.2 1,709.9 34,510 55.5

Wilmot 18,955.4 502.3 2,499.9 863.1 18,453.1 29.6



 Confirmed or 
mapped as 
probable: 141

 SCC located: 23

 WTW located : 7

 Probable 
number of 
vernal pools in 
town: 750 - 850



 Roadside Surveys:
 9 days

 81.4 miles of public 
roads traveled

 630 GPS points taken

 386 photos

 Aerial Photo 
Interpretation (API)
 190 hours total

 134% of town 
completed

 5371 units mapped

 4463 acres



















WETLANDS SUBCOMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATIONS

RVDP/EMC 
RECOMMENDATIONS

 Replace existing map with 
more accurate one

 Decrease minimum size of 
wetland to 7,000 s.f.

 Maintain 100-foot buffer

 Maintain 660-foot buffer 
around McDaniel’s Marsh

 Add a 50-foot “no-disturb” 
buffer around vernal pools

 Reduce buffer around 
forested wetlands to 50 feet

 Replace existing map with 
more accurate one

 Eliminate minimum size and 
base it on wetland value

 Maintain 100-foot buffer 
around high value wetlands

 Maintain 660-foot buffer 
around McDaniel’s Marsh

 Treat vernal pools as high 
value wetlands and keep 
100-foot buffer

 Reduce buffer to 50 feet for 
all other wetlands



 Number of 
wetlands < 10,000 
s.f.: 51

 Amount of wetlands 
< 10,000 s.f.: 4.7 
acres

 Amount of wetland 
setbacks

 Current: 4989.6 
acres

 Proposed:  4218.4 
acres



Wetland Type Acreage of

Wetlands

Springfield

Only

Setback from Wetland 

edge

(suggested)

Acreage of 

Setback -

Springfield 

Only

% of Town

McDaniel’s Marsh 452.74 660 ft. 656.22 2.30

Great Ponds (> 10 ac.) 351.75 100 ft. 116.39 (1) .41

Designated Wetland 2105.10 100 ft. 1678.00 (2) 5.89

Vernal Pools N/A 100 ft. 145.68 (3) .51

All Other Wetlands 342.95 50 ft. 1622.15 5.70

TOTAL 3252.54 4218.44 12.95

[1] This acreage does not include McDaniel’s Marsh, nor does it include the setbacks to proposed designated wetlands adjacent to great ponds (e.g. Baptist Pond NE).
[2] This figure does not include McDaniel’s Marsh.
[3] Vernal Pool buffers assume a 100-foot radius around single point at this time since they have not yet been mapped. They also overlap slightly with certain designated wetland buffers.



WETLANDS SUBCOMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATIONS

RVDP/EMC 
RECOMMENDATIONS

 Other provisions:
 Apply a three-step 

process for applying a 
“coarse filter” filter 
approach for wetland 
determination

 Consider establishing a 
“Special Wetlands” 
category 

 Enhance protection for 
these wetlands

 Other provisions:
 Keep the “coarse filter” 

approach

 Consider a “Designated 
Wetlands” category

 Use 7-point criteria for 
designating wetlands

 Allow small  sheds in 
wetland buffers, or two or 
more via Special 
Exception



 Designated Wetland 
Criteria
 > 2 acres
 Associated with 

perennial streams or 
‘Great Ponds’

 Within or adjacent to 
WAP highest value 
habitats

 ≥ 3 wetland cover types
 Contains rare species
 Occurs within Critical 

Habitat Area
 Occurs within 200 feet of 

Bog Brook or McDaniel’s 
Marsh



 Other Changes:
 Specified wetland functions that the 

ordinance intends to protect
 Added recreational and scenic 

value
 Defined wetlands and vernal pools 

to be protected as naturally 
occurring

 Defined buffer distance as along the 
ground unless in excess of 25% 
slope

 Tightened up prohibited uses near 
surface waters and ensured that 
any buffer is at least 100 feet from 
permanent surface water

 Cited best management practices 
for forestry and agriculture

 Carried changes through to 
Shoreland Conservation Ordinance

 Added to Definitions



 Formally adopt the 
new Wetlands Map

 Hold hearing on 
Designated Wetlands

 Hold town-wide 
forum on new 
wetland ordinance 
changes

 Finalize ordinance 
for approval by PB 
and at Town Meeting


