
Lisa Riley ’10 

 I’m always told that I have too 

many interests and need to make up my 

mind. “Pick one major,” they say. “What are 

you doing in anthropology courses if you’re 

an English major?” “Two minors? Are you 

crazy?” “What does women’s studies have to 

do with sociology?” Regardless of the unre-

lenting opinions hurled my way each day, I 

remain unconvinced that my knowledge, 

interests, and education need to be stifled. 

Much to my own surprise, the syllabi I re-

ceived at the beginning of this semester 

proved that we, the students, were all going 

to be interdisciplinarian this year.  

 There have been several interdisciplinary assignments on English Department Profes-

sors’ syllabi, from having to create artwork explaining critical literary theories to comparing litera-

ture with work done in any other discipline (including, but not limited to, art, photography, and 

film). In Robin DeRosa’s “Critical Theory” course, she asked her students to create art: “Create a 

work of art that illustrates [a particular literary theory]. You must also submit a 1-page explana-

tion of how your artwork relates to the piece.” Not only was this an interdisciplinary assignment, 

but it proved crucial to the understanding of some complex literary theories. Similarly, Paul Roga-

lus asked his “Lost Generation[s]” students to write an essay that compares  two different works 

produced in two different disciplines.   (continued, page 2) 
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Joe Monninger Does It Again 
Lisa Riley ’10 

Professor Joe Monninger, yet again, makes PSU proud. Joe, an award-winning author, received 

recognition for his young adult novel, Hippie Chick. Joe is among this year’s award recipients for 

the 2009 New Hampshire Literary Awards, presented by the New Hampshire Writers’ Project. 

Hippie Chick received an award for being an “Outstanding Work of Children’s Literature.” The 

award ceremony was held on November 14, 2009, at Southern New Hampshire University in Man-

chester. NHPR’s Virginia Prescott hosted the ceremony. Visit the NH Writers’ Project’s Webpage 

to read about Joe’s award and his fellow award winners:                                                                                                    

nhwritersproject.org/newfiles/NewHampshireLiteraryAwards.html#awardwinners 

The Canon 
December 2009 

© 1957 Jack Kerouac Number 1, 1950 (Lavender Mist) 

© 1950 Jackson Pollock 

Jack Kerouac’s On the Road v. Jackson Pollock’s Lavender Mist 



 Paul asks his students to “compare one of the writers we’ve studied … to an artist work-

ing in a different art form.” He provided some interdisciplinary suggestions for this assignment, 

such as comparing Jack Kerouac to Jackson Pollock, Charlie Parker, or John Cassavetes (film direc-

tor). He also suggested comparing Ernest Hemingway to Paul Cezanne or Juan Gris, Jim Carroll to 

Alex Cox, Patti Smith to Jean-Michel Basquiat, and John Dos Passos to Edward Hopper. Outside of 

these suggestions, students were urged, even implored, to discover their own comparisons be-

tween one of the writers/texts and an artist working in a different medium. The result is a pro-

vocative juxtaposition of disciplines, creating a deeper understanding of our studies. 

 These kinds of interdisciplinary assignments provide students with the opportunity to 

combine disciplines. I, personally, can’t imagine studying literature if it weren’t for my interests in 

anthropology, sociology, music, art, photography, women’s studies, and history. As English ma-

jors, we read novels that remind us of art, and see art that reminds us of a novel or poem we read. 

We watch movies that are based on novels. Authors could be viewed as a society of their own, 

therefore creating a possible anthropological or sociological study. We take pictures and create art 

that reflect ourselves and our societies, which is similar to how writers write poetry and novels 

that reflect themselves and their societies. We create musical soundtracks for our travels and to 

remind us of our experiences. When our lives are innately interdisciplinary, within the realm of 

academia or out in the “real world,” why should we have to pick just one discipline when we can 

have them all? 
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Applying to Graduate School 

English Department Assignments Go 

Interdisciplinary, continued 

Lisa Riley ’10 

 I would love to say that applying to graduate schools is the most complicated decision of my 

academic career; however, I’m still stuck on choosing programs, let alone grad schools. I am interested 

in furthering my education in the field of English literature, but I am also interested in the Social Sci-

ences, law, and medicine. As Robin DeRosa told me at the beginning of this semester, my interdiscipli-

nary research interests are either going to scare the review boards, causing them to ask “What can we 

possibly do with this student?”, or they’re going to scare the review boards into thinking “Let’s see what 

we can do with this student.”  

 I grew up in Lincoln, NH, so all I know are the Ivy Leagues. My chances of getting into the 

Holy Trinity are slim, yet I’m still going to try. My thought is: Why not? I’ve always loved a challenge, so 

I figure, let’s see if my success at Plymouth State University translates into an acceptance letter from 

Brown. I don’t see anything wrong with at least giving it a shot.  I’ll be spending the next month or so 

applying to a couple of the known Ivy Leagues in addition to several other schools, such as the Univer-

sity of Winchester in England, the University of Chicago, and Vanderbilt University. Besides these 

schools and the Ivy Leagues, I’m still seeking out state schools that are more likely to accept me. My 

expectation is to be  rejected from every one of these schools and to spend the next year traveling across 

the U.S. and photographing my journey, as I have previously done. Expectations aside, I would just love 

to be accepted to a school where I can excel academically, personally, and intellectually. 

 I have gathered a great deal of advice about applying to grad school over the past year. 

Karolyn Kinane, my advisor, suggests I look at her alma mater, the University of Minnesota, in addition 

to the other Big Ten universities. Robin DeRosa says to apply to Brown, but to be aware that my chances 

are as slim as every one of the other applicants. Joe Monninger tells me to “spell check” and Ann 

McClellan reiterates that I need to have a “thick skin.” Regardless of the difficulties associated with ap-

plying to grad schools, I am still eager to find the program that is right for me.  Whether or not to fur-

ther my education has never been the question. Rather, the question has always been where and in what 

discipline. 

“Expectations aside, 

I would just love to 

be accepted to a 

school where I can 

excel academically, 

personally, and 

intellectually.” 

T h e  C a n o n  

“… we, the students, 

were all going to be 

interdisciplinarian 

this year.” 
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Sigma Tau Delta, PSU’s English depart-

ment honor society, has created an 

English department t-shirt, available 

for purchase. Proceeds will support the 

ongoing activities of Sig Tau. Submis-

sions were accepted for the t-shirt 

design. The winning design, pictured 

here, was designed by English major 

Nicholas Baudler. To inquire about 

purchasing a shirt, please send an 

email to: 

Amanda Tanguay  

altanguay@mail.plymouth.edu  

Jaime Bianco  

jebianco@mail.plymouth.edu 

Be aware that more than half of 

the people who attempt a PhD 

in English do not finish. You 

need to be self-motivated, 

disciplined, and again, be thick 

skinned. 

Robin DeRosa: 

Remember the parallels—GREs 

are similar to SATs, and you 

need to gather recommenda-

tion letters and transcripts . 

Know the differences—grad 

school essays are more inter-

Ann McClellan:  

Have a variety of schools you 

want to apply to, consisting of  

both “Tier 1” and “Tier 2” 

schools. “Tier 1” schools are the 

Ivy Leagues and Big Ten. “Tier 

2” are the regional schools, city 

universities, and private col-

leges/universities. 

Know what kind of degree 

you’re looking for, have a thick 

skin, and expect criticism. 

ested in your research plans 

than how “well-rounded” of a 

person you are. Spend time 

discussing academic interests, 

research goals, and the kind of 

intellectual work you hope to 

do in your program.  

RESEARCH FUNDING OPPOR-

TUNITIES, and use this re-

search to make decisions about 

where to matriculate. Unless 

you are independently wealthy, 

consider carefully whether or 

not you want to assume 
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Thinking Symbolically in ‘Arthurian Legends’ 

Sigma Tau Delta’s Fundraising T-Shirt 

Graduate School Advice from Some English 

Department Professors 

 Karolyn Kinane, course instructor for “Arthurian Legends,” asked her students to “make your own shield, banner, or coat of arms which symbolically 

represents you or your values.” The criteria allowed the students to use any materials they saw fit. In addition, the students needed to include an analysis of the 

piece, explaining why they made the choices they made. The assignment provided some helpful guidelines for getting the students started: 1) Think about the role 

of concrete things in your life, such as family, activities you enjoy, your friends, your job, your pets, etc. 2) Think about the role of abstract things in your life, such 

as honesty, loyalty, spirituality, love, compassion, vengeance, bravery, mercy, persistence, strength, etc. 3) What symbols, colors, and images can you use to repre-

sent what matters most to you? 4) How do they relate to one another and will you include a motto? 

 In preparation for the shield assignment, students brainstormed ideas that would help them to think about their values and to represent them sym-

bolically. They read and analyzed the description of Sir Gawain’s pentangle shield in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. In discussions that led to figuring out what 

they were willing to fight for, what they felt protected them, and what inspired them, the students were quick on their way to creating their own works of art.

           (continued, page 5) 

 

significant debt. If you don’t, hold out for a 

program that offers paid teaching opportu-

nities, stipends, and/or tuition waivers. 

Joseph Monninger: 

Spell-check. 



Your advisor is a resource for course planning, academic advice, informa-
tion about careers and graduate programs, and more. 
 
 
How do I know what courses I should be taking? 
 
A number of resources are available to assist you here. First, you need to 
know what catalog to follow; your catalog is the year you declared an 
English major, which may also be the year you started at PSU. To find out 
what catalog year you are (e.g., 2009-2010), log on to your myPlymouth 
account; click on Student Services; click on Student Services and Finan-
cial Aid; and then click on My Student Information. When you confirm 
what catalog you are following, you can view and/or print out a           
Curriculum Planning Guide (a checklist) keyed to your catalog year and 
your option in the major. Start at this link: 
 
plymouth.edu/undergrad/curriculum/index.html 
 
I heard that the English department changed the number of credits     
required to graduate from 122 to 120. Does this apply to me? 
 
If you started at PSU and/or declared your English major after spring 
2005 and before fall 2009, you can easily switch catalogs. Simply fill out a 
“Request to Change Catalog” form, available at: 
 
plymouth.edu/registrar/documents/forms/degrees/change_catalog08.pdf 
 
Check in with your advisor to make sure this updating is appropriate for 
you (in most cases, it will be). Submit the completed form to the Regis-
trar’s Office, and you’ll be all set. 
 
I am planning to student teach next year. What do I need to do? 
 
In addition to talking to your advisor, you can visit this handy Teacher 
Certification Web site to learn more about deadlines, the Praxis, and the 
other Sacred Mysteries of Teacher Certification: 
 
plymouth.edu/teachercertification/index.html 
 
I started my English major before fall 2005 and am having trouble 
finishing up. What should I do? 
 
Make an appointment to see Department Chair Liz Ahl. 
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ENGLISH MAJOR ADVISING 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Even though class 

registration is 

over, your advisor 

is still available to 

meet with you to 

answer any of 

your questions. 

T h e  C a n o n  
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Ivy Page ’07 completed her 

MFA in creative writing with a 

focus on poetry at New England 

College in July of 2009. She has 

poems forthcoming in Boston 

Literary Magazine, Night Train 

Magazine, New Plains Review, 

and The Houston Literary Re-

view. Ivy is currently teaching a 

creative writing workshop at D 

Acres in Dorchester, NH, as well 

as adjuncting at New Hamp-

shire Technical Institute. More 

recently, she has started her 

own literary journal: ovs-

mag.com The journal’s focus is 

poetry and art. She and her 

husband, Stephen Page, wanted 

to start a journal that would 

“bring visual art and literature 

together in a new light.” Keep 

an eye out for the publication of 

Organs of Vision and Speech 

(OVS) Magazine. Maxine Kumin 

has graciously agreed to be the 

first featured poet.  

Erica (Provost) Furze ’98, 

along with her husband and her 

daughter, has welcomed a new 

addition to her family. Christian 

Jude (“C.J.”) Furze was born 

June 12, 2009. 

Carrie Waldron ’09 is currently 

dancing with the Ballet Theatre 

of Maryland. Beauty and the 

Beast, her first full-length ballet 

with BTM, was performed in 

late October. She played the 

roles of Village Girl, Other 

Ghost Girl, and The Only Tree 

In The Forest That Doesn’t 

Move. “Ah, the joys of being on 

the bottom of the totem pole.”  

Jordan Davis is currently a staff 

writer at the Claremont Villager 

in Claremont, NH, covering 

Charlestown, NH, Springfield, 

VT, and Weathersfield, VT. 

Earlier this spring, Jordan 

worked at the Eagle Times as a 

reporter for three months.  

Ryan McLellan ’06 continues to 

publish and perform his poetry, 

most recently appearing in 

journals such as Literary House 

Review, Bird’s Eye Review, Con-

cise Delight and the 2010 Poets’ 

Guide to New Hampshire. In 

April of 2009, he was a panelist 

and workshop presenter at the 

Jazzmouth Poetry Festival’s 

“Poetry and Social Justice” 

event, and soon afterwards was 

awarded the 2009 Esther Buffler 

Fellowship by Portsmouth High 

School to perform and lead a 

series of writing exercises. He 

was a member of the 2009 Slam 

Free or Die poetry team that 

represented New Hampshire at 

the National Poetry Slam in 

West Palm Beach, Florida, and 

he kicked off an east coast tour 

with Mark Palos on October 1.  

Pamela Letourneau-Fallon was 

named the 2009 Secondary 

Teacher of the Year for the 

Archdiocese of Omaha 

(Nebraska) at the Archbishop 

Dinner for Education on Sep-

tember 17, 2009. Pam has taught 

at Cedar Catholic for the past 

three years. Using the Archdioc-

esan standards, she challenges 

her students through writing 

projects that involve the Six 

Traits of Writing, career educa-

tion and job shadowing, re-

searching, journaling, and book 

clubs.  

Cassie (Stone) Viau ’08 is work-

ing at Effective Student Market-

ing in Andover, MA. It’s a mar-

keting company that generates 

leads for career and technical 

schools across the country. She 

is the social media and commu-

nications specialist, which 

means she keeps “track of the 

Facebook, Twitter, and 

LinkedIn accounts for these 

schools, updating each day and 

responding to questions.”  
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Alumni Updates: 

Where are they now? 

Thinking Symbolically, continued 

 Danielle Cooper describes her thought and design process and her experience with this assignment:  

"When I was making my shield, I sat down and compiled all kinds of ideas about what I wanted to use.  I thought about all the significant, 

concrete things in my life like my supportive family, friends, and my courageous persevering spirit. I am a dreamer, a believer and a natural 

born leader. I wanted to start with those things and incorporate abstract things such as honesty, loyalty, love, and strength using colors, 

animals, and medieval symbolism because those are qualities that describe me, the people I surround myself with, and how I live my 

life. Those are things I would fight for and protect.  I never thought I would compare my life to King Arthur and his knights, but doing this 

project I learned that there are many similarities between the two. We both have similar values and would fight to the death to protect the 

people and the things we strongly believe in." 

 The students clearly had a good time with this assignment, coming up with some great symbolic representations of their own 

personal values. One student used the Italian flag as the backdrop of his shield, while another student used some scrap metal from her fa-

ther’s auto shop. Some of these shields, banners, and coats of arms are on display in Rounds 203.     

In addition, she writes articles for 

the e-mail newsletters. Cassie was 

married on October 3rd, 2009.  

Bill Campbell graduated from PSU in 

1965 with a BEd in English. He then 

went on to work as a venereal dis-

ease investigator, a management 

intern at the National Institutes of 

Health, ran a school nursing service 

for 31,000-pupil school district, 

taught at a community college (and 

was the health education curriculum 

coordinator—”I did love those PTA 

meetings where I described our sex 

ed program!”), and wound up as a 

director of health for 28 years before 

retiring. 

David Colburn attended PSU from 

1963 to 1970, earning his BA in Eng-

lish: “My option had to do with con-

tinuing to be an undergraduate for 

seven years, rather than being 

drafted. Consequently, I survived the 

Vietnam era unrepentant and unper-

forated.” A few years ago, he edited a 

book called Foam is where the Art is, 

by PSU professor Annette Mitchell. 

He is currently “re-reading a series of 

29 detective stories by Arthur W. 

Upfield.” This time, he is reading the 

stories in chronological sequence 

and writing a critique of each one. 

He remains close to PSU, repairing 

stringed instruments for Vintage Fret 

Shop in Ashland, NH.  


