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Student Employment Opportunity 

-- Summer 2010 -- 

  

Kettle pond Studies 
at 
Cape Cod National Seashore (MA) 

  

The National Park Service, Cape Cod National Seashore, has a position available through the Student Temporary Employment Program (STEP).  The primary role of the student will be to collaborate with a research team that is studying the ecology of kettle pond vegetation at the Seashore. The student will also perform duties associated with ongoing natural resource management activities at the Seashore.  This position is located at Cape Cod National Seashore (Northeast Atlantic Coastal Laboratory, Truro, MA). 

  

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 

The area of consideration is STUDENTS ONLY.  Applications will only be accepted from students who will be enrolled, at least half-time, in the upcoming Fall 2010 semester at an accredited technical or vocational school, 2-yr or 4-yr college or university, graduate or professional school.  For this announcement a prospective STEP student must be at least 18 years old and a United States citizen. 

  

One vacancy will be filled.  This position has no promotion potential nor can it become a permanent position.  Employment (approximately 30 – 40 hours per week) begins on June 1, 2010 through August 21, 2010.  The length of this appointment may be extended depending on work availability and funding. 

  

POSITION:   Biological Science Technician 

  

SERIES and GRADE:  GS-404-05 (step 1, $16.06 per hour) 

  

EMPLOYING AGENCY:  Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Cape Cod National Seashore 

  

DUTY LOCATION:  Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Cape Cod National Seashore, Wellfleet, MA 

  

  

  

CAPE COD NATIONAL SEASHORE kettle ponds:  LONG-TERM VEGETATION MONITORING 

  

Cape Cod is a large peninsula extending 60 miles into the Atlantic Ocean from the coast of Massachusetts. Located on the outer portion of the peninsula, Cape Cod National Seashore’s (CCNS) 44,600 acres encompass a rich mosaic of marine, estuarine, fresh water, and terrestrial ecosystems. These systems and their associated habitats reflect the Cape’s glacial origin, dynamic natural processes, and at least 9,000 years of human activity. Geomorphic shoreline change, ground water fluctuations, tidal dynamics including rising sea level, and atmospheric deposition are among the many physical processes that continue to shape the Seashore’s ecosystems. Marine and estuarine systems include beaches, sand spits, tidal flats, salt marshes, and soft-bottom benthos. Freshwater ecosystems include kettle ponds, vernal pools, sphagnum bogs, and swamps. Terrestrial systems include pitch pine and scrub oak forests, heathlands, dunes, and sandplain grasslands. Many of these habitats are globally uncommon and the species that occupy them are correspondingly rare.  

  

The Biological Technician will work with a Student Conservation Assistant to survey plants communities of kettle ponds within CCNS. 

  

MAJOR DUTIES OF THE STEP BIOLOGICAL TECHNICIAN POSITION: 

  

The technician, following instructions and standardized procedures, collects and organizes field data and ensures adequate quality control of the data collected. Data collection will include, but not be limited to vegetation sampling, sediment and water sampling, and other field measurements. The technician will also participate in routine natural resource management activities ongoing at the Seashore. 

  

Installs, operates, maintains, and calibrates resource management equipment (e.g., tools, water quality monitoring equipment) 

  

Utilizes a variety of computer programs to enter, compile, store, and retrieve data and other resource management information.  Maintains and organizes computer databases. 

  

Provides assistance to student conservation assistants and volunteers involved in field studies 

  

QUALIFICATIONS: 

  

To qualify at the GS 5 level – you must have one year (12 months) specialized experience equivalent to the GS 4 level in the Federal government. 
  

Specialized experience – knowledge, skills and ability to perform successfully the duties of the position and is typically in or related to the work of the position. 

  

OR 
  

Education – successful completion of a full 4-year course of study leading to a bachelor’s degree with major study or at least 24 semester hours in any combination of courses related to the position – biology, chemistry, statistics, botany, physics, natural resources or mathematics. 

  

If qualifying based on education you must submit a copy of your transcript. 

  

Ability to work long hours in field conditions and ability to carry the necessary equipment (up to 50 pounds) under sometimes extreme conditions in (summer heat, mosquitoes, ticks, physical labor) 

  

Ability to identify freshwater aquatic plants of the northeast US is preferred.  Training will be provided. 

  

Experience with vegetation sampling, or other natural resource sampling in coastal or wetland environments is preferred. 

  

Experience with data entry is preferred. 
Must have a valid drivers license.
  

  

HOW TO APPLY 

  

Please submit a resume that includes the following information: 

  

Personal Information:  Full name, mailing address, day/evening telephone numbers, email address, social security number.  If applicable, include Highest Federal Grade held, job series and dates of employment in grade. 

Education:  High School name and date of diploma or GED, Colleges/Universities attended and major field(s) of study, type and year of degree(s) received.  If no degree received, show total credit hours received to date. 

Work Experience:  For each paid and/or non-paid position held that is related to this position, provide the following:  Job title, duties and accomplishments, hours per week, employer’s name and address, supervisor’s name and phone number, starting and ending dates of employment (month, year), and salary.  Indicate whether or not your current supervisor may be contacted. 

  

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR RESUME AND OTHER APPLICATION MATERIALS 

  

When you have completed your resume and other application materials, mail or email the application package to: 

  

Stephen M. Smith, Ph.D.

Plant Ecologist

National Park Service,

Cape Cod National Seashore

99 Marconi Site Road,

Wellfleet, MA 02667
  

  

508-487-3262 x104
stephen_m_smith@nps.gov

  

REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS WILL BEGIN IMMEDIATLEY UPON RECEIPT AND WILL CONTINUE UNTIL THE POSITION IS FILLED 

  

Other Information: 

  

This is a Student Temporary Employment Program (STEP) appointment. 

· Travel and transportation expenses are not authorized 

· A letter from your school stating that you are at least enrolled half-time for the Fall 2010 semester and in good academic standing will be required prior to employment (but not required at time of application) 

· You will be required to have a background security investigation completed before beginning employment. 

  

