
 

 

 
 

Presenter Biographies 
 
 

Dr. Patricia (Trish) Lindberg is professor of 
education and the coordinator of the M.Ed. in Integrated 
Arts and the CAGS in Arts, Leadership and Learning at 
Plymouth State University (PSU) in Plymouth, New 
Hampshire. She is the artistic director and co-founder of 
the Educational Theatre Collaborative (ETC), the 
Kearsarge Arts Theatre (KAT), the St. Martins Summer 
Theatre in New Brunswick, Canada, and the Emmy 
Award-winning Theatre Integrating Guidance, 
Education and Responsibility (TIGER), a professional 
educational theatre company that has performed for over 

430,000 school children regionally, nationally and internationally. Trish is also a published author 
and playwright. Her book Bringing the Word Alive and her original musical Pollyanna, and short 
play Bystander Blues are published by Dramatic Publishing, Inc. Her original musical production, 
based on letters from children to the President, Mail to the Chief was performed at the John F. 
Kennedy Center in Washington, DC.  

Trish has won numerous awards including: 
The National Youth Theatre Director Award (AATE), The NH State Council of the Arts 
Governor’s Arts Award for Arts and Education, the Plymouth State University Distinguished 
Undergraduate Teaching Award, the prestigious Carnegie Foundation NH Professor of the Year 
Award, an Edie Excellence in Education Award given by the NH Department of Education, a 
Regional Emmy for Co-Producing the Best Children/Youth Program, a NH Association 
Broadcaster Award for Best Feature, a Bronze Telly for Best Youth and Children’s Program, and 
the Moss Hart Trophy (awarded twice, once for A You and Me World in 2002 and once for 
Marking the Moment in 2013) given by the New England Theatre Conference (NETC). Trish has 
directed over 100 educational theatre productions for family audiences, including performances in 
the United States, Ireland, England, France, South Africa, New Zealand and Lithuania. In June of 
2015, Professor Lindberg was awarded the first NH Humanities Council’s 40 over 40 
Award, celebrating the forty individuals who have made the most significant impact on the arts 
and humanities in the state of New Hampshire in the last forty years.  



 

 

 
 

 

Marcia McCaffrey is the Arts Consultant for the 
NH Department of Education. In this capacity, she 
works with teachers, schools, and districts to bring 
quality arts learning to New Hampshire students. 
Her work focuses on state and national policy, 
practices, and professional development. In 
recognition of her state-based service, she is the 
2015-2016 recipient of the New Hampshire Art 
Educators’ Association Inside-Outside the 

Profession Award. On the national front, Marcia is the Immediate Past-president of the 
State Education Agency Directors of Arts Education (SEADAE) and represents 
SEADAE on the National Coalition for Core Arts Standards (NCCAS) Leadership 
Team. Her work for the national coalition included facilitating the Leadership Team 
meetings through the development and completion of the 2014 National Core Arts 
Standards. She is also a member of the Advisory Board for the National Dance 
Education Organization serving as Director of Curriculum, Standards, and Assessment. 
Marcia is a regular presenter at state and national conferences on topics that include the 
power of arts assessment to inform teaching and learning; mining data to determine levels 
of access and equity in arts education; and more recently, sessions on the new National 
Core Arts Standards and the New Hampshire Arts Model Graduation Competencies. Her 
background includes teaching dance in the public schools; teaching dance and arts 
education policy in higher education; managing a small dance business; and directing a 
seniors’ dance company. She holds a Masters of Arts from Columbia University, 
Teachers College, in Dance Education, and Bachelor of Science degrees in Elementary 
Education and Physical Education from Iowa State University.   

 
 
 
 
	



 

 

 
 

	
Chris Stoddard joined Plymouth State in 2019 and is 
core faculty in the school psychology program. Dr. Stoddard 
has 6 years of experience working as a school psychologist, 
primarily at the middle school and high school levels. Dr. 
Stoddard considers school psychologists to be comprehensive 
mental health providers in schools; his many roles included 
conducting psychoeducational assessments, consulting with 
parents and teachers regarding learning, social difficulties, and 
emotional challenges, and conducting individual/group 
counseling. He is a Nationally Certified School Psychologist 
and a Licensed Educational Psychologist (Massachusetts). In 
addition to his work in schools, Dr. Stoddard completed his 

doctoral internship and post-doctoral fellowship at The Triumph Center for Children, Adolescent, 
and Young Adult Counseling in Reading, MA. At the Triumph Center, Dr. Stoddard coordinated 
a group-therapy site, consulted to several school districts regarding implementation of effective 
progress monitoring practices, conducted individual psychotherapy, and was a Head Counselor in 
The Triumph Center’s therapeutic summer camp. 
 

Kirsten Mohring is an elementary music teacher at 
Nottingham West Elementary School in Hudson, NH. During 
her 17 years at Nottingham she has taught general music to 
grades 2-5, started a grade 4-5 chorus program, and a guitar 
program. She has presented workshops and classes with an 
integrated arts focus at Plymouth State University, namely 
integrating music and literature. Working closely with Dr. 
Trish Lindberg, Kirsten co-founded and is the Music Director 
of the St. Martins Summer Theatre Camp.  Also, she 
collaborates with ETC as the Integrated Arts Conference 
Designer, Coordinator and author of the Teacher Resource 
Handbook. Kirsten recently completed her MEd in Integrated 
Arts from Plymouth State University, is currently a student in 
the CAGS Arts Learning and Leadership program and is Co-
President and performs with the Manchester Choral Society.  
 



 

 

 
 

Heidi Pauer’s favorite word is “possible”.  During her 
26 years of being involved in public education, she has 
always seen the possible in every student.  She is not 
afraid of trying something new, pushing the boundaries, 
and taking risks all in the name of creating a better 
learning environment for her students.  Although her 
official teaching certification is in English, she considers 
herself to be a mixed media teacher.  She blends her 
creative passions of theater, visual arts, music, poetry, and 
movement to empower her students to learn curriculum 
deeply as well as learn life lessons.  Central to her teaching 
philosophy is creating a community of empathetic learners 
who celebrate each other’s uniqueness and are actively 
engaged in meaningful lessons. Heidi has extensive 
experience in team teaching, creating interdisciplinary 
curriculum, project based learning, and integrated arts.  
She was awarded NH English Teacher of the Year in 
2003.  She has an overwhelming desire to share her 

creativity in education with other teachers and administrators and was awarded the Christa 
McAuliffe Sabbatical to be a creativity coach in New Hampshire schools during the 2015-2016 
school year.   Currently, she is the Academic Dean at Bow High School.  She is thankful for the 
opportunity to share and collaborate with other teachers and is always inspired by this 
collaboration. 

Tina Philibotte has been a member of the English and 
Performing Arts Departments at Goffstown High School since 
2008. As the director of Goffstown High School’s Movement and 
Dance Company, Ms. Philibotte created one of very few concert 
dance programs in the state. Ms. Philibotte is the President of the 
New Hampshire Dance Alliance and a 2020 NH Teacher of the 
Year Finalist. She is passionate about ensuring educational equity 
for all students and has presented on and facilitated the work of 
culturally responsive classrooms throughout the state. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Stephanie Fritz has taught K-12 visual 
art in New Hampshire over the past 8 years, 
both in public and charter schools.  She is 
currently pursuing her CAGS in Arts 
Leadership and Learning with Plymouth 
State University  and is interested in 
improving global citizenship in the 
classroom and ways that transcend language 
barriers through the arts. 

 

Matt Szopa is a New Hampshire native. 
He began playing the trumpet in fifth grade 
and performed in various bands, marching 
bands, jazz bands, and orchestras throughout 
high school and college. He attended the 
Hartt School at the University of Hartford 
and obtained his Masters in Instrumental 
Music Education at Plymouth State 
University. Most of his career has been as a 

middle school band director, but recently he has added kindergarten, first grade, and 
fourth grade general music classes to his teaching repertoire. The main emphasis of Mr. 
Szopa's teaching is providing students the skills, knowledge, and experience to think 
musically, enjoy and be moved by music, and independently participate in musical 
activities that will enrich their lives.  
 
  
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
Fidaa Ataya is a traditional storyteller, puppeteer, drama-in-
education specialist and actress. She has performed with Hidden 
Theatre (Italy) and The Freedom Theatre (Palestine). She has 
worked with schools, organizations and activist groups across 
Palestine and travels internationally with her amazing retelling of 
Palestinian folktales. Fidaa is currently a candidate for the MEd in 
Integrated Arts at Plymouth State University, and a member of 
Plymouth’s Emmy-Award winning Educational Theatre TIGER.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Darren Biggart is a co-founder of tall poPpy, inc, an 
artist-led social enterprise. There, he develops new projects 
and produces advocacy and educational programs. (Spoleto 
Arts Festival, Harvard University, National YoungArts 
Foundation, SDC). Producer: EVITA and 4 seasons of 
Encores! Off-Center series at NY City Center, where he co-
founded an internship for early-career artists. Director of 
Programming: A Broader Way Foundation, an arts-centered 
leadership program for middle school girls. Assistant Vocal 
Producer: West Side Story film, dir. Stephen Spielberg. 
Co-director: Idina Menzel’s World Tour (2017). 
Director/choreographer: Pace University and Plymouth State 
University. Teacher: Broadway Dance Center, Steps, and 
MTCA. Performer: BFA: University of Michigan. National 

Tour (ELF), Off-Broadway (Prospect Theatre, NYMF, Lincoln Center) Regional 
(Madison Square Garden, New York City Center, Kennedy Center, MUNY, PCLO). 
Please visit my website: www.darrenbiggart.com 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Meg Petersen is the Director of the National Writing 
Project in New Hampshire, and teaches courses in writing, 
writing pedagogy, and English teaching. She coordinates the 
graduate programs in English education, including 
certification in English for grades 5-12 and the Teaching of 
Writing program.  She is also a consultant to the Proyecto de 
Escritura Nacional (PEN) in Santo Domingo and has 
coordinated cross-cultural programs in Santo Domingo and 
Costa Rica. Her academic interests include teacher research, 

writing pedagogy, race and culture in classrooms, and teachers’ writing. 
 
 
 

Ellen Desmond has spent over a decade directing, 
producing, and designing in the youth theatre world. 
As someone who works in education, she believes that 
the arts are one of humanity’s most valuable learning 
tools and aim to leverage the power of theatre in all 
she does. Ellen serves as the Vice President of the 
New Hampshire Theatre Alliance Board of Directors 
and directs for RB Productions in Concord each 
summer. She is currently pursuing her MS in Arts 
Administration and Cultural Entrepreneurship at 
Northeastern University. 
 


