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Irene Cucina is a Professor in the Health and Human Performance Department at Plymouth State University where she works with undergraduate
and graduate students.  Irene’s expertise is in the area of school health education, physical activity and fitness, wellness and the impact that teachers
have on student learning.  Irene has also been involved with accreditation at the program and institutional level.  
 
Irene spent 16 years teaching high school health, science, and physical education where she was recognized as the Massachusetts Secondary
Physical Education Teacher of the Year in 1997. As a high school teacher, she developed curriculum that emphasized
physical fitness, physical activity, nutrition, and lifetime enjoyment of movement aligned with state and national standards. She also implemented
successful before and after school activity programs that involved over 900 students yearly as well as members of the community.  In addition, Irene
founded the Fighting AIDS through Education student club that provided educational programs to middle and high school students in the
community. 
 
Irene is a much sought after presenter and keynote speaker and has traveled the country sharing her passion with teachers, administrators and
parents. In 2013 she testified in front of Congress on the benefits of physical activity and nutrition as it relates to academic performance, mental
health, and improved attendance for school aged children. 
 
She has received numerous awards for her teaching and service including the American Alliance Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance
Honor Award, Eastern District Association Honor Award, Outstanding Service Award and the Tilia J. Fantasia Service Award, NHAHPERD Outstanding
College/University Teacher, and the Plymouth State University Distinguished
Teaching Award.

Dr. Patricia (Trish) Lindberg is professor of education and the coordinator of the M.Ed. in Integrated Arts and the CAGS in Arts, Leadership and Learning at
Plymouth State University (PSU) in Plymouth, New Hampshire. She is the artistic director and co-founder of the Educational Theatre Collaborative (ETC), the
Kearsarge Arts Theatre (KAT), the St. Martins Summer Theatre in New Brunswick, Canada, and the Emmy Award-winning Theatre Integrating Guidance,
Education and Responsibility (TIGER), a professional educational theatre company that has performed for over 430,000 school children regionally, nationally
and internationally. Trish is also a published author and playwright. Her book Bringing the Word Alive and her original musical Pollyanna, and short play
Bystander Blues are published by Dramatic Publishing, Inc. Her original musical production, based on letters from children to the President, Mail to the Chief
was performed at the John F. Kennedy Center in Washington, DC.

Trish has won numerous awards including: 
The National Youth Theatre Director Award (AATE), The NH State Council of the Arts Governor’s Arts Award for Arts and Education, the Plymouth State
University Distinguished Undergraduate Teaching Award, the prestigious Carnegie Foundation NH Professor of the Year Award, an Edie Excellence in Education
Award given by the NH Department of Education, a Regional Emmy for Co-Producing the Best Children/Youth Program, a NH Association Broadcaster Award for
Best Feature, a Bronze Telly for Best Youth and Children’s Program, and the Moss Hart Trophy (awarded twice, once for A You and Me World in 2002 and once
for Marking the Moment in 2013) given by the New England Theatre Conference (NETC). Trish has directed over 100 educational theatre productions for family
audiences, including performances in the United States, Ireland, England, France, South Africa, New Zealand and Lithuania. In June of 2015, Professor Lindberg
was awarded the first NH Humanities Council’s 40 over 40 Award, celebrating the forty individuals who have made the most significant impact on the arts and
humanities in the state of New Hampshire in the last forty years.

Marcia McCaffrey is the Arts Consultant for the NH Department of Education. In this capacity, she works with teachers, schools, and
districts to bring quality arts learning to New Hampshire students. Her work focuses on state and national policy, practices, and
professional development. In recognition of her state-based service, she is the 2015-2016 recipient of the New Hampshire Art
Educators’ Association Inside-Outside the Profession Award. On the national front, Marcia is the Immediate Past-president of the
State Education Agency Directors of Arts Education (SEADAE) and represents SEADAE on the National Coalition for Core Arts
Standards (NCCAS) Leadership Team. Her work for the national coalition included facilitating the Leadership Team meetings through
the development and completion of the 2014 National Core Arts Standards. She is also a member of the Advisory Board for the
National Dance Education Organization serving as Director of Curriculum, Standards, and Assessment. Marcia is a regular presenter
at state and national conferences on topics that include the power of arts assessment to inform teaching and learning; mining data to
determine levels of access and equity in arts education; and more recently, sessions on the new National Core Arts Standards and the
New Hampshire Arts Model Graduation Competencies. Her background includes teaching dance in the public schools; teaching dance
and arts education policy in higher education; managing a small dance business; and directing a seniors’ dance company. She holds a
Masters of Arts from Columbia University, Teachers College, in Dance Education, and Bachelor of Science degrees in Elementary
Education and Physical Education from Iowa State University.
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Darren Biggart is a creative producer, artist, and educator based in NYC. He is a co-founder of tall poPpy, inc, an
artist-led social enterprise. There, he develops and produces new projects and educational & advocacy campaigns.
He co-produced the world premiere of While I Have the Floor at the Spoleto Arts Festival in Charleston, and town
halls with Harvard University, and Emory & Henry College.

Darren served as the assistant vocal producer on the West Side Story film (dir. Stephen Spielberg). At New York City
Center, he produced Diary of a Tap Dancer (2020), Evita (2019), was a founding producer of the Encores! Off-Center
series (4 seasons: 2013-2016), and co-founded an internship for early-career artists. Darren is the Program Director
of the non-profit A BroaderWay, an arts-centered leadership program for middle school girls.
(www.abroaderway.org) He is also currently teaching a Leadership Through Theatre course in the Excellence
Community Charter School system in NYC. 

Darren served as creative director for Idina Menzel’s world tour (2017). He has also directed/choreographed for the
National YoungArts Foundation, Pace University, Plymouth State University, Broadway Dance Center, Steps, MTCA,
and The Studio New Canaan. 

He earned his BFA in Musical Theatre at the University of Michigan, and has performed on tour (ELF), Off-Broadway
(Prospect Theatre Co, NYMF, Lincoln Center) and at regional theaters throughout the country (Madison Square
Garden, New York City Center, Kennedy Center, MUNY, PCLO, Northern Stage). Learn more and connect at
www.darrenbiggart.com .

Arthur Ganson began making kinetic sculpture in 1977. Since receiving a BFA  degree at the University
of New Hampshire in 1978, his work has been exhibited in numerous galleries and museums in both the
United States and Europe. He has held residencies at a number of institutions  including the
Exploratorium in San Francisco and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Cambridge, where he
has maintained an ongoing exhibition of his kinetic sculpture at the MIT Museum since 1995.

His work has been featured in numerous magazines, including Smithsonian Magazine and The New York
Times Magazine. In 2005 his work was profiled on Nova: Science Now by WGBH television in Boston, and
in 2003 where he appeared as an animated bear on the cartoon series Arthur. He has exhibited and
been a guest speaker at many universities and conferences internationally, including the TED Conference
in 2004 and the Long Now Foundation in 2010.

Besides making and exhibiting sculpture, he occasionally teaches classes in mechanics and wire bending.
For the past 18 years he has been the ringleader of the MIT Museum’s Friday After Thanksgiving Chain
Reaction, a community event in which families and students of all ages assemble a giant chain reaction.
He is the inventor of the  children’s toy Toobers and Zots.

Besides his sculptural work, he and his wife Chehalis Hegner have teamed up on a new venture to bring
a variety of utilitarian inventions and sculpture editions to market. Stay tuned…
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Chehalis Deane Hegner is a discipline fluid artist named in the 2018 and 2020 Julia Margaret Cameron Awards.
Recipient of the Gjion Mili Photography Prize in 2010 (Kosovo), her portraits have been featured in both Christie’s
and Phillips catalogs. Solo and group exhibitions in the US and Europe include: The Catherine Edelman Gallery
(Chicago) The Griffin Museum (MA), Photographic Resource Center (Boston), Art Institute of Boston, Maryland Art
Place (Baltimore), St. Gauden’s National Historic Site (Cornish, NH), The Cultural Center (Varigotti, Italy), Perspective
Gallery (Evanston, IL), Interlochen Arts Academy (MI), the MIT Museum (Cambridge, MA) The Rey Center; curated by
Vicki Goldberg (Waterville Valley, NH), Institute of Contemporary Art (Portland, ME) and the National Gallery of Art in
Kosovo. In 2005 Hegner received her MFA in Photography at Lesley University College of Art and Design (Cambridge,
MA). She served on the faculty at University of Massachusetts at Lowell in the College of Art and Design until 2015.
Hegner has held positions on jury panels, teaches photo workshops, and is a member of ASMP. Hegner is the co-
founding director at Halo Hill, a newly founded cultural arts organization near Chicago. She has served on non-profit
boards including The PRC (Boston University) the Hegner Family Foundation, and is currently an appointed Arts
Commissioner for the City of Woodstock, IL.
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AJ Coppola is in his 12th year of teaching at Campton Elementary School, where he teaches K-8
Band, Chorus and General Music, along with directing the annual school play. He sings with the
New Hampshire Master Chorale where he created the Children's Chorus Festival. He has
performed with ETC ten times and is excited to get back on stage once it's safe! He is also the choir
director at Gilford Community Church and sings with the Pemi  Choral Society.

Stephanie Fritz is a high school art teacher at Souhegan High School in Amherst, NH. She has
taught K-12 visual art in New Hampshire over the past 8 years, both in public and charter schools.
Stephanie has created and curated the Exhibition of Learning in collaboration with peers. She has
also presented various workshops at Plymouth State University’s undergraduate and graduate
classes, ETC Integrated Arts Conference and for faculty members of the Granite State Arts
Academy. She is currently pursuing her CAGS in Arts, Leadership and Learning with Plymouth State
University and is interested in improving opportunities for student leadership in all aspects of
learning, developing global citizenship in the classroom and ways that transcend language barriers
through the arts.

Christina Lamson is the Library Media Specialist at Maple Avenue Elementary School in Goffstown,
NH, where she manages the elementary library program, teaches research writing to grades 1-4,
creates weekly Makerspace activities, and runs the STEAM robotics program, which all students
participate in. Throughout her 16 years as an elementary K-3 educator, she has served on
numerous leadership committees including: Student Council, Student Photographers, Yearbook,
School Leadership, Tech/STEAM Integration, Artist and Residence, Core Curriculum, and much
more.  For the past 5 years, Christina has been a fellow of the National Writing Project in NH, and
has received her National Writing Project Teacher Consultant certificate. She serves on the NWPNH
leadership team, has assisted in running the summer writing institutes, and has presented at
various NWPNH conferences. She is currently pursuing her MEd in Literacy and the Teaching of
Writing with Plymouth State University, and is hoping to pursue her CAGS in Arts Leadership and
Learning.

Kirsten Mohring is an elementary music teacher at Nottingham West Elementary School in
Hudson, NH. During her 18 years at Nottingham she has taught general music to grades 2-5,
started a grade 5 chorus, band program, and a guitar program. Recently Kirsten has been honored
with the Educational Theatre Collaborative 2018 Arts Leadership Award and a 2019 Commendation
in Arts and Educational Leadership from the NH State Council on the Arts. She has presented
workshops and classes with an integrated art focus at Plymouth State University, namely
integrating music and literature. Working closely with Dr. Trish Lindberg, Kirsten Co-Founded and is
the Music Director of the St. Martins Summer Theatre Camp. Also, she collaborates with ETC as the
Integrated Arts Conference Designer, Coordinator and author of the Teacher Resource Handbook.
Kirsten is currently earning her CAGS in Arts Leadership and Learning at Plymouth State University
and is Immediate Past President and performs with the Manchester Choral Society.



Deb Fairchild is a Teaching Artist, listed on the NH Council on the Arts Visual Artist roster, and a juried member of the League of
NH Craftsmen.  Her teaching and research focus on the Science & Math of Craft (SMoC).  To this end, she collaborates with math
and science teachers, through classroom residencies, workshop, seminars and demonstrations, to introduce the artist’s
perspective on the synergies with the math and science concepts that are under consideration in the classroom.  Deb uses a wide
variety of art techniques and media that encourage exploration, creativity and critical thinking.  Deb is also a vocal advocate for
art integration.  She has served on the Boards of Trustees of the League of NH Craftsmen, and she is currently on the executive
committees of the NH Art Educators’ Association (NHAEA) and North Country Studio Workshops (NCSW).  In addition, Deb is also
enrolled in the Master of Education in Integrated Arts Program at Plymouth State University.

Meg Petersen is the Director of the National Writing Project in New Hampshire, and teaches courses in writing, writing pedagogy,
and English teaching. She coordinates the graduate programs in English education, including certification in English for grades 5-
12 and the Teaching of Writing program. She is also a consultant to the Proyecto de Escritura Nacional (PEN) in Santo Domingo
and has coordinated cross-cultural programs in Santo Domingo and Costa Rica. Her academic interests include teacher research,
writing pedagogy, race and culture in classrooms, and teachers’ writing

Kelly McGowan is a theatre artist and educator from Norwood
Massachusetts. She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Theatre Education
from Salem State University, and is currently an MFA Theatre Education
Candidate at Emerson College. Kelly has a teaching background working with
children of all ages in a variety of settings including afterschool programs,
performance studios, public schools, and summer camps. Kelly is also a
passionate puppeteer and has performed at the Kennedy Center American
College Theater Festival (Region 1) and Puppet Showplace Theater in
Brookline.

Fran Page is a Theatre Artist, Instructional Designer, and Arts Educator located in New Hampshire. He has
directed, taught, and acted extensively throughout New England. He was a member of the Board of Directors of
The Little Church Theater and Center for Creativity (currently closed) and spends his winters working with The
Educational Theatre Collaborative (ETC) at PSU. Fran’s performance and teaching practices look closely at how
we use the arts to connect to each other, build relationships, and process the challenges of the human
condition. His original solo musical, BareFruit was produced at the West End Studio Theatre Portsmouth, NH),
PortFringe (Portland, ME), and Plymouth State University. As an Instructional Designer, Fran was given the honor
to co-present twice for The eLearning Guild (the premier professional association for eLearning designers)
on visual brainstorming and accessibility and diversity in corporate eLearning programs. He is interested in how
technology can augment the learning process and is thrilled to serve as a content author/designer and
technologist for Turbo Tiger.


