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Presenter Biographies

Dr. Patricia (Trish) Lindberg is professor of education and the coordinator of the M.Ed. in Integrated Arts at Plymouth State University (PSU) in
Plymouth, New Hampshire. She is the artistic director and co-founder of the Educational Theatre Collaborative (ETC), the Kearsarge Arts Theatre
(KAT), the St. Martins Summer Theatre in New Brunswick, Canada, the Palestinian/American Children’s Theatre (PACT), and the Emmy Awardwinning Theatre Integrating Guidance, Education and Responsibility (TIGER), a professional educational theatre company that has performed for
over 500,000 school children regionally, nationally, and internationally. In addition to her producing and directing, Trish is also a published author
and playwright. Her book Bringing the Word Alive and her original musical Pollyanna, and short play Bystander Blues are published by Dramatic
Publishing, Inc. Her original musical production, based on letters from children to the President, Mail to the Chief was performed at the John F.
Kennedy Center in Washington, DC.
Trish has won numerous awards including:
The National Youth Theatre Director Award (AATE), The NH State Council of the Arts Governor’s Arts Award for Arts and Education, the Plymouth
State University Distinguished Undergraduate Teaching Award, the prestigious Carnegie Foundation NH Professor of the Year Award, an Edie
Excellence in Education Award given by the NH Department of Education, a Regional Emmy for Co-Producing the Best Children/Youth Program, a
NH Association Broadcaster Award for Best Feature, a Bronze Telly for Best Youth and Children’s Program, and the Moss Hart Trophy (awarded
twice, once for A You and Me World in 2002 and once for Marking the Moment in 2013) given by the New England Theatre Conference (NETC). Trish
has directed over 100 educational theatre productions for family audiences, including performances in the United States, Ireland, England, France,
South Africa, Palestine, New Zealand and Lithuania. In June of 2015, Professor Lindberg was awarded the first NH Humanities Council’s 40 over 40
Award, celebrating the forty individuals who have made the most significant impact on the arts and humanities in the state of New Hampshire in the
last forty years. This past fall, Dr. Lindberg was named the 2021-2023 Stevens-Bristow Endowed Professor of Education at Plymouth State University.
She is extremely grateful for the many wonderful opportunities she has had to work with her talented colleagues to experience the power of the
arts in the community.

Marcia McCaffrey is the Arts Consultant for the NH Department of Education. In this capacity, she works with
teachers, schools, and districts to bring quality arts learning to New Hampshire students. Her work focuses on
state and national policy, practices, and professional development. In recognition of her state-based service,
she is the 2015-2016 recipient of the New Hampshire Art Educators’ Association Inside-Outside the Profession
Award. On the national front, Marcia is the Immediate Past-president of the State Education Agency Directors of
Arts Education (SEADAE) and represents SEADAE on the National Coalition for Core Arts Standards (NCCAS)
Leadership Team. Her work for the national coalition included facilitating the Leadership Team meetings
through the development and completion of the 2014 National Core Arts Standards. She is also a member of
the Advisory Board for the National Dance Education Organization serving as Director of Curriculum,
Standards, and Assessment. Marcia is a regular presenter at state and national conferences on topics that
include the power of arts assessment to inform teaching and learning; mining data to determine levels of
access and equity in arts education; and more recently, sessions on the new National Core Arts Standards and
the New Hampshire Arts Model Graduation Competencies. Her background includes teaching dance in the
public schools; teaching dance and arts education policy in higher education; managing a small dance business;
and directing a seniors’ dance company. She holds a Masters of Arts from Columbia University, Teachers
College, in Dance Education, and Bachelor of Science degrees in Elementary Education and Physical Education
from Iowa State University.

Nick Page is a choral composer with over one hundred published works. He has
conducted choral groups in Europe and throughout North and Central America
including at three of the four Carnegie Halls (New York, Pittsburgh & Scotland). He is
the author of four books including SING AND SHINE ON, a book on cross-cultural songleading and he is writing SO MUCH MORE THAN MUSIC, a book that uses New
Paradigm Sciences to explore the full powers of music. As a song leader Nick has
worked will all ages of students as well as a great diversity of adult groups from
religious and community choruses to corporate retreats. More info at
www.nickmusic.com.

Randy Armstrong has been hailed by the Boston Globe as "a sure-fingered, guitar virtuoso" and Downbeat
Magazine has called his music “a marvelous kaleidoscope of shifting melodies, rhythms and instrumental colors."
He was the Director of the Phillips Exeter Academy African Drumming Ensemble and North Indian Music
Program from 1991 to 2020 and has taught courses for the Plymouth State University Integrated Arts
Graduate Studies. Randy was selected to be the 2017- 2018 artist in residence for the Portsmouth Symphony
Orchestra and was the recipient of the 2017 New Hampshire Governor’s Arts Award for Arts Education.
Randy is the co-founder of Do’a World Music Ensemble, Unu Mondo and Beyond Borders has performed
throughout the United States, Canada, Alaska, Belize, India, Cuba, Puerto Rico, Slovenia, Croatia, Italy and
South Africa and West Africa. He has appeared on over 60 albums, theater and film scores and has been the
recipient of numerous grants from the National Endowment on the Arts and the New England Foundation for
the Arts. As a composer and recording artist, he has released a solo CD: No Regrets: and a double CD
soundtrack for the 4-part PBS primetime series, Dinner on the Diner filmed in Spain, South Africa, Scotland
and Southeast Asia.
He has served as an Arts Councilor for the NH State Council on the Arts appointed by two NH Governors and
is on the NHSCA Arts In Education and Arts in Health juried rosters. Randy has presented educational
programs for tens of thousands of students throughout his career.
Randy is celebrating the CD release entitled: BEYOND BORDERS. 5 years in the making featuring 35
musicians from around world, it is a Global Voyage in Music. Beyond Borders was nominated for the 2015
ZMR Music Awards – Best World Album. His original score and soundtrack CD for the theater and dance
production, THE CONFERENCE OF THE BIRDS was released at the premiere performance in San Jose, CA in
September 2016 featuring 11 international dance traditions with over 50 actors ages 4 to 84. Randy
composed and recorded the score for the EnActe Arts theater production of The Case Of The Vanishing
Firefish premiering in 2020. He also toured in South Africa with the all-women’s chorus, Voices From The
Heart in July and August 2018 as a soloist and accompanist.
For information, please visit: www.randyarmstrong.com
Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Randy_Armstrong_(musician)

Stephanie Fritz is a high school art teacher at Souhegan High School in Amherst, NH. She
has taught K-12 visual art in New Hampshire over the past 9 years, both in public and
charter schools. Stephanie has created and curated the Exhibition of Learning in
collaboration with peers. She has also presented various workshops at Plymouth State
University’s undergraduate and graduate classes, ETC Integrated Arts Conference and for
faculty members of the Granite State Arts Academy and Souhegan High School. She is
currently pursuing her CAGS in Arts, Leadership and Learning with Plymouth State
University and is interested in improving opportunities for student leadership in all aspects
of learning, developing global citizenship in the classroom and ways that transcend
language barriers through the arts.

Allison Hawkins is the new Arts Education Grants Program Coordinator at the New
Hampshire State Council on the Arts, joining the team there in 2021. She has worked for over
twenty years in arts and non-profit administration, specifically in the areas of visual arts and
grant making. Allison last served as the Administrative Director at the New Hampshire
Women’s Foundation in Concord, NH and prior to this as the Grants Program Director at the
Joan Mitchell Foundation, an artist-endowed foundation in New York, NY, where she was also
active in the National Coalition for Arts Preparedness and Emergency Response. She began
her work in the arts administration field at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in the Grants
Office of their Education Department.
Also an artist, Allison received her MFA from the School of Visual Arts in NYC and BA in Studio
Art and Art History from Kenyon College in Ohio. She has exhibited both in the US and
abroad. Allison grew up in Missouri and Ohio, lived for many years in New York City, and
moved to New Hampshire in 2016. She lives with her family in North Hampton, NH.

Cassandra Mason joined State Arts Council staff as Chief Grants Officer in 2008. She
oversees all grant-making and contracting activities and directly administers the Public Value
Partnership Grants and professional development for organizations. In addition, she
manages office operations, is the accessibility coordinator and provides administrative
support to the Director.
Cassie brings a strong administrative background to the job as well as experience in working
in state government. She was an Investigative Paralegal for the New Hampshire Police
Standards and Training Council preparing contracts, motions, administrative rules, requests
for proposals and Governor and Council submissions. She also maintained extensive
databases and contracted for training workshops. Prior to that, Mason held the position of
Director of Victim/Witness Program for the Merrimack County Attorney’s Office for nine
years.
Cassie loves the arts and, with her family, is a frequent visitor to the state’s many arts
venues. In particular, she and her husband Kevin have three artistically inclined children so
she has a strong appreciation for how important arts education is for every student.

Nam Nguyen is a Vietnamese Visual Artist and an art teacher with a background
in architectural design. He is a Fulbright Grantee and currently studying as a
graduate student in Integrated Arts (MEd) at Plymouth State University. He has
founded two projects based in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam: Dieu Nguoc Gio (Kite
Against the Wind) and Ve Voi (Draw Elephant). The former is dedicated to making
education accessible to underprivileged children. The latter facilitates learning for
children and adults through creative art forms. Prior to that, between 2015 and
2018, Nam was a coordinator of the Public Engagement Program at Oxford
University Clinical Research Unit in Vietnam.

Trina Wicks Patnaude is an elementary art teacher for grades k-5. She has taught for 26 years at Loudon,
Webster, and Salisbury Elementary schools in the Merrimack Valley School District. At the beginning of her
years teaching, she was awarded the NH Excellence in Education as Art Educator of the Year. During her years
in teaching she has presented at the NH Art Educator Conference. The School Arts Magazine has featured her
students artwork four times with one student's artwork gracing its cover. Student artwork has been displayed
in numerous places in her communities. The Department of Education has had student artwork from all her
schools on display. For many play performances through ETC, related student artwork has been displayed.
Trina has collaborated with her students and will continue to create large pieces of art that were hung in the
theatre area. Also, she was selected to attend a week-long conference in NYC studying art at many of their
museums. She would collaborate with many teachers to create, share and bring new lesson ideas back to her
students. For two summers, Trina was part of the St. Martins Summer Camp in Canada. There, she would
initiate art lessons created to enhance the theme of the play that would be performed. This would include
young children. Trina has earned her Masters In Integrated Arts. She continues to teach and engage her
students in the many facets of art and its importance.

Kirsten Mohring is an elementary music teacher at Nottingham West Elementary School in
Hudson, NH. During her 19 years at Nottingham she has taught general music to grades 2-5,
started a grade 5 chorus, band program, and a guitar program. Recently Kirsten has been honored
with the Educational Theatre Collaborative 2018 Arts Leadership Award and a 2019 Commendation
in Arts and Educational Leadership from the NH State Council on the Arts. She has presented
workshops and classes with an integrated art focus at Plymouth State University, namely
integrating music and literature. Working closely with Dr. Trish Lindberg, Kirsten Co-Founded and is
the Music Director of the St. Martins Summer Theatre Camp. Also, she collaborates with ETC as the
Integrated Arts Conference Designer, Coordinator and author of the Teacher Resource Handbook.
Kirsten is currently earning her CAGS in Arts Leadership and Learning at Plymouth State University
and is Vice President and performs with the Manchester Choral Society.

Brit Christopher (MFA Theatre Education & Applied Theatre) is a theatre educator and
community engagement specialist out of Salem, MA. With over a decade of experience in the
K-12 environment, their goal is using the arts as a vehicle for social and emotional growth for
children, fostering an inclusive arts environment where young people can be their authentic
selves. Brit is a lover of curriculum for adults as well, having presented at the American
Alliance for Theatre and Education national conference with the workshop Be Yourself:
Fighting Gender Conformity with TYA. They've also led workshops at the Rhode Island Theatre
Conference and New England Theatre Conference on Team Building Through Sound and Song,
and have had the pleasure of leading many professional developments at their current
institution (Contemporary Gender and various DEI initiatives.) Brit served as Curriculum
Coordinator for the Fine Arts at their school for several years, prior to moving to the
Multicultural Affairs and Community Development Team. Additionally, Brit is playwright of
theatre for both children and adults, and enjoys tackling relevant and vulnerable content
through theatre. You can see more of their writing as it pertains to theatre and education on
Stageagent.com

Brit Christopher
(She/They)

Nicole Prince has been teaching science to middle and high school students for fifteen
years at both private and public institutions. She holds a BA in biology and geology, a
MEd in science education, and is pursuing a Ed.D. in curriculum, teaching, learning and
leadership. Prior to teaching, she worked as a research assistant in the biotech industry
and loves when she can carry over those experiences to her classroom. She has
presented a lecture titled The Intersection of Science and Literature at the National
Science Teacher Association 2021 STEM conference and a poster titled Tools for
Evaluating Textbooks for Social Justice Themes at the Conference for Advancing EvidenceBased Learning. Nicole currently serves as the middle school science curriculum
coordinator and has extensive practice writing and implementing interdisciplinary
lessons. Her doctoral research is focused on increasing student engagement by making
lessons with cross-discipline connections and links to the real world.
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