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Contact and course information:
Instructor: Evelyn Stiller
Office: Hyde 415
Phone: 535-2531
Office Hours:Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:00-
2:00 or by appointment.
Electronic Mail: 

(this is an anti-spamming technique)
Text Book: An Introduction to Web
Development: A Conceptual Approach
(Second Edition) by Evelyn Stiller Cognella
Academic Publishing. The book can be ordered
here:
https://students.universityreaders.com/store/
Other course materials: Modeling clay for
claymation (not needed until 10th week of
class).

Creativity and the Digital World

Note to commuting students: This course uses software that may be difficult for
you to access off campus.

Course Description
This course provides students with an opportunity to create a dynamic website using text, images, and
animations. Students will be introduced to a creative process suitable for the development of web-based
content and asks students to consider important societal issues related to having a web presence and using
content from the web.  Students will also become digitally-literate through this course.  

Course Objectives
1. Learn about how the web works.
2. Learn how to create web expressions and receive peer feedback to improve the effect your web expression has on

others.
3. Learn to effectively critique creative expressions.
4. Engage in a creative process and explain the significance of your work.
5. Recognize the value of creative process for developing ideas and investigating real world questions.
6. Articulate the qualities of a creative work.
7. Learn about the nature of text, image, audio, video, graphic and animation files.
8. Learn about and create a blog.
9. Learn to think critically about blog content.

10. Learn about creating and editing the various digital media.
11. Learn about various types of files used for web page content.

https://students.universityreaders.com/store/
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12. Learn about web-based multimedia and the special problems involved in delivering media over the WWW.
13. Learn about designing effective and accessible web pages.
14. Learn to use a variety of common software packages to complete the above objectives.
15. Learn about ethical/privacy considerations of creating web pages.
16. Learn to be media literate
17. Learn about societal issues pertaining to the technology covered in the course.

Peer review and creative expression:
Students will be challenged to provide constructive feedback in response to creative expressions produced by students in
class. The feed back will follow guidelines provided in class geared to creating a productive dialog around developing
creative works.

Tentative Course Schedule (topics may need to shift due to weather
cancellations or other circumstances)
Week Concept(s) Challenges Readingsare to be done before the scheduled

class and are from the

Web Expressions text, unless otherwise noted as a
link to a web site.

Possible
essay
topics

1 The creative
process.

Understanding
how to think
creatively.

Essays on the creative process:

http://www.ndoylefineart.com/artmaking.html

For you to ponder: When are you the most creative?
What are the necessary conditions for creativity?

What distinguishes a creative idea from a
conventional idea?

2
Setting the Stage
for Web
Development

Intellectual
property, especially
copyrighted
material.

Ethics of web
expressions and
privacy concerns of
having a web page
(SPAM resulting
from email
addresses etc)

Basic HTML
concepts.

Selecting a focus for
creative/provocative
expression.

Can you think
of content
that is not
ethical to post
on the web?

When is web
content off-
limits for use
on your web
site?

Chapter 1: To prepare for the exam it is advisable to
take hand-written notes

on the points to consider that are provided each
chapter.

3 Creating Your First
Web Page

Introduction to
Amaya

Creating basic
(text and
links) web
content.

Chapter 2: To prepare for the exam it is advisable to
take hand-written notes

on the points to consider that are provided each
chapter.

http://www.ndoylefineart.com/artmaking.html
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Creating Your First
Web Page

Good Practices

Netiquette and
Privacy
Considerations

The Dark Side of
the Internet:
Viruses, Spyware,
Identity Theft and
the Loss of Privacy.

How to select
a coherent
purpose for
your web
page.

1. Note: We will use Adobe Dreamweaver in
class, but you can also use Amaya to edit your
web pages at home.

Chapter 4: To prepare for the exam it is advisable to
take hand-written notes

on the points to consider that are provided each
chapter.

4 How the Web Works

How Search Engines
Work

Nefarious and
Commercial
Influences on Web
Search

Filtering the Web

Can Your
Information be
found on the Web?

Transforming Your
Web Page into a
Web Site

How does one
constructively
give feedback
on creative
and
informational
resources?

Chapter 3: To prepare for the exam it is advisable to
take hand-written notes

on the points to consider that are provided each
chapter.

5 Content Design

Organizing
Principles

Web Site Structure

Site Diagram

Structural
Considerations

The Main Page:
Information Layout

Web Page Design:
Aesthetics

How does one
design a web
site?

Chapter 6: To prepare for the exam it is advisable
to take

hand-written notes on the points to consider that are
provided each chapter.

6 Editing images with
Photoshop

How to
effectively use
Photoshop.

Chapter 5: To prepare for the exam it is advisable to
take hand-written notes

on the points to consider that are provided each
chapter.

 

 

7 What is a weblog?

Do weblogs
adequately offset
the monopolization
of media outlets?

How does one
set up a
weblog?

What are
good sources
for weblog

Chapter 12: To prepare for the exam it is advisable
to take

hand-written notes on the points to consider that are
provided each chapter.
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E.g. Disney's refusal
to distribute
Fahrenheit 9/11.

content?

Why are
certain
weblogs more
influential
than others?

Assignment #1 is due Thursday

Specifics of creative challenge (part of assignment
#1)

8
The Creative
process

Exploring
techniques for
generating original
ideas.

 

Chapter 8 (not on Exam #1, but will be on Exam #2)

To prepare for the exam it is advisable to take hand-
written notes on

the points to consider that are provided each
chapter.

Additional points: Be able to

Engage in a creative process and explain the
significance of your work.
Recognize the value of creative process for
developing ideas and investigating real world
questions.
Articulate the qualities of a creative work.

Exam #1 on Thursday - hand-written notes
allowed - no sharing.

Work on your web pages!

Don't forget to blog.

9 Frame and Vector
Animation.

How does one
use animation
effectively?
How can one
create an
animation?

Chapter 7: To prepare for the exam it is advisable to
take

hand-written notes on the points to consider that are
provided each chapter.

Don't forget to blog.

10 Creativity

Bring clay to class
on Thursday

How does one
use animation
effectively?
How can one
create an
animation?

Engage in creative thinking when you plan your
claymation

figure for Thursday. Plan three poses of your
figures to highlight 3D.

Don't forget to blog.

11 More multimedia
content: Sound

How does one
create/edit
sound files?
What kinds of
sound files
exist?

Chapter 9: To prepare for the exam it is advisable
to take

hand-written notes on the points to consider that are
provided each chapter.

Don't forget to blog

12 Web page design
principles. Exploring
Cascading Style
Sheets

Creating accessible
web pages.

 

How does one
create a well
designed web
page?

What
techniques
exist to make
web pages
more
accessible?

assignment #2 is due before class on Thursday.

Don't forget to blog.

Chapter 10: To prepare for the exam it is advisable
to take

hand-written notes on the points to consider that are
provided each chapter.

13 Using Video. How does one Chapter 11: To prepare for the exam it is advisable

file:///C/Users/estiller/Documents/WebEx/fourCredit/assignment1.doc
file:///C/Users/estiller/Documents/WebEx/fourCredit/creativeChallenge.html
file:///C/Users/estiller/Documents/WebEx/fourCredit/assignment2.doc
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No class Thursday
due to
Thanksgiving

use video
effectively?
How can one
create/edit
video?

to take

hand-written notes on the points to consider that are
provided each chapter.

 

Don't forget to blog

14 Peer-review Exam #2

Don't forget to blog

15 Student
presentations

Presentation
guidelines

Design Standards

How to
effectively
showcase
your web
page.

Students showcase their web sites, emphasizing their
creative expressions.

Don't forget to blog

Blogs and web sites are due this Thursday.

16

Exam
week

Student
presentations

Presentation
guidelines

How to
effectively
showcase
your web
page.

Check final exam schedule for the meeting time:

Final Exam Schedule 2018

Evaluation:
20% - Final Project and related assignments - final website is due the Thursday of the fifteenth week.

30% - Exams

20% - Lab work

10% - Participation.

5% - Weblog (weekly blog posts starting the seventh week of classes. Last post is due the Thursday of the fifteenth
week.)

15% - Essay assignments (select 3 essay topics)

First essay is due Thursday of week 5 
Second essay is due Thursday of week 9 
Third essay is due Tuesday of week 13

Labs:
Approximately half of the classes will involve hands-on work using classroom computers. On those days the instructor
will give a lab assignment which is due at the end of the lab period or by the date/time specified by the instructor. The
purpose of lab assignments is to ensure that students feel comfortable with a new concept, and can demonstrate their
mastery of this concept. Students who do not attend a lab class cannot receive credit for the lab assignment. One lab
grade will be dropped to allow for legitimate absences.

Exams
Students must be in class to take these exams. Only in response to documented emergencies can these tests be taken
at an alternate time or date.

file:///C/Users/estiller/Documents/WebEx/fourCredit/schedule.png
file:///C/Users/estiller/Documents/WebEx/fourCredit/schedule.png
file:///C/Users/estiller/Documents/WebEx/fourCredit/presentingWebSite.ppt
file:///C/Users/estiller/Documents/WebEx/fourCredit/presentingWebSite.ppt
file:///C/Users/estiller/Documents/WebEx/fourCredit/Design.ppt
file:///C/Users/estiller/Documents/WebEx/fourCredit/schedule.png
file:///C/Users/estiller/Documents/WebEx/fourCredit/schedule.png
file:///C/Users/estiller/Documents/WebEx/fourCredit/presentingWebSite.ppt
file:///C/Users/estiller/Documents/WebEx/fourCredit/presentingWebSite.ppt
https://campus.plymouth.edu/registrar/wp-content/uploads/sites/145/2018/08/Fall-2018-7-31-18.pdf
https://campus.plymouth.edu/registrar/wp-content/uploads/sites/145/2018/08/Fall-2018-7-31-18.pdf
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Students must notify the instructor BEFORE the exam that it will be missed.
Students must make the exam up as soon as is reasonably possible.
Students must provide documentation that missing the exam was absolutely unavoidable.

General Education
This course is a Creative Thought Direction in PSUâ€™s General Education program.

People need to be creative in order to thrive in our complex and changing world.

People need to understand the creative processes that lead to the generation of ideas and to engage in new interpretations
of existing ideas. Creative thought courses encourage students to recognize beauty in its many manifestations and to
become aware of formal elements of creative expression.

These courses also encourage students to view themselves as creative beings, to appreciate creativity in others, and to
regard creativity as an essential component in all areas of human endeavor. In these courses, students develop and value
perseverance and a tolerance for ambiguity. Students are challenged to appreciate aesthetic forms, to use their
imaginations, and to develop the skills and attitudes that allow creativity to flourish: independence and non-conformity, the
ability to organize and reorganize information, and the confidence to think in new ways.

Creative Thought courses emphasize the skills of critical thinking, reading, writing, listening and speaking, and
working with information technology.

ADA Statement
Plymouth State University is committed to providing students withÂ documented disabilities equal access to all university
programs and facilities. If you thinkÂ you have a disability requiring accommodations, you should immediately contact
Campus Accessibility Services (CAS) in Speare210 (535-3300) to determine whether you are eligible forÂ such
accommodations. Academic accommodations will only be considered for studentsÂ who have registered with CAS. If you
have a Letter of Accommodation forÂ this course from CAS, please provide the instructor with that informationÂ privately
so that you and the instructor can review those accommodations.

Course Philosophy

This course is driven by your interests and passions. The nature of this course is to teach you how to most effectively
express your ideas, interests, and creations on the World Wide Web. . In addition there are a number of concepts that you
will be held accountable for. These concepts are important to your effective use of the Internet, such as ethical and social
aspects of using and creating expressions on the web. You are expected to participate in all modes of expression covered in
class, but you should not have to memorize large quantities of information. In order to avoid the need to memorize you
should keep a good set of notes. All exams will be open hand-written notes, so it is important that you take notes from
your readings as well as keeping notes on class discussions.

Attendance Policy (Very Important)
Students are expected to attend each course meeting and to arrive at class on time. It is acknowledged, however, that a
student may need to miss class occasionally. Accordingly, each student is limited to two unexcused absences during the
semester (the equivalent of missing an entire week of course content). Absences beyond the second will result in the
deduction of 20% of the participation grade. In addition, arriving late to class is an unacceptable practice. As such, two late
appearances to class count as one absence. Appropriate official documentation for excused absences must be submitted
to the course professor within one week after the student returns to class; otherwise, no credit will be granted for such
absences.
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Academic Honesty
Please read the following statement of departmental policy very carefully: The work you submit in this course must be your
own. Whenever possible, it is preferred that students paraphrase/explain key concepts in their own words and cite the
original source material appropriately. However, if you include four or more consecutive words directly from any source, be
certain to surround them with quotation marks, and to properly cite the source and page number. Plagiarism, however
unintentionally it may occur, is a serious violation of academic integrity. A student who is found to have plagiarized on any
assignment should expect to receive a failing grade for the entire course. There are no exceptions to this policy.

PSU Policies

https://www.plymouth.edu/undergraduate/files/2017/Academic-Integrity-Policy.pdf
https://www.plymouth.edu/undergraduate/files/2017/Fair-Grading-Policy.pdf
https://www.plymouth.edu/undergraduate/files/2017/Class-Attendance-Policy.pdf

Participation Evaluation
Â low medium high

Appropriate
behavior in
class

Does not always participate
in class exercises. Appears
to be engaging in non-class
related activities. Behaves
disrespectfully to peers or
instructor.

(0-11)

Is engaged in class exercises but
sometimes needs to be prompted
and pays attention during class
discussions. Behaves respectfully
to everyone in class, including
the instructor.

(12-24)

Is clearly engaged in class
discussions and always
participates in class
exercises. Behaves
respectfully to everyone in
class, including the
instructor.

(25-33)

Shares ideas

Rarely shares creative
ideas, answers to
questions, or other
solutions with class.

(0-11)

Occasionally shares creative
ideas, answers to questions, or
other solutions with class.

(12-24)

Frequently shares creative
ideas, answers to
questions, or other
solutions with class, and
allows other students to
participate as well.

(25-34)

Uses lab time
well.

Sometimes plays games,
texts, or views videos not
relevant to class material.

(0-11)

Uses lab time to work on labs
and assignments, but rushes
through them to leave class
early, but never plays games,
texts, or views videos not
relevant to class material.

(12-24)

Always works on labs and
assignments in a thoughtful
manner, clearly attempting
to benefit and learn as
much as possible.

(25-33)

Website evaluation
(Note: assignments 1 and 2 are also factored in to the final project grade)

Possible Points Feature

 20 Web site design : observes design criteria established in class (no scrolling,
readable, etc)  Please see slides on design criteria.

https://campus.plymouth.edu/faculty-governance/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2017/05/PSU-Academic-Integrity-Policy.pdf
https://campus.plymouth.edu/faculty-governance/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2017/05/PSU-Fair-Grading-Policy.pdf
https://campus.plymouth.edu/faculty-governance/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2017/05/PSU-Excused-Absence-Policy.pdf
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Site is easy to navigate and is reasonably accessible.  All links work and images
appear.

 Effectively exhibits a range of media( images, image map, animation, hyperlinks,
and text)

30 Content:

 Scale of work (is it a significant effort?) at least 7  substantial subpages, NOT
counting class specific pages (classInfo.html, peerReview.html, copyrightandMe.html
etc)

 Success in achieving web site goals

30 Creativity:  (at least 6 significant creative works )

Risk taking , Initiative and Originality.  Can effectively articulate idea development
process used and distinguish each creative work from a
conventional work.

Creative content is well integrated into website content and plays a meaningful role.

5 No copyright violations.

15 Oral presentation

All topics are addressed (creative process, creative works, breadth of content,  and
so on) Please see slides on presenting your website.

Well-delivered/timed presentation
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