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General Course Description:


What does it mean to be an English major? How do English majors read, write, think, argue, conduct research, analyze evidence, and draw on other disciplines? What kinds of career paths and futures have English majors tended to pursue and why? How do the intellectual habits, skills, and experiences of the English major contribute to these futures? 
Responding to these questions, this course introduces students to the major debates, theoretical concepts, and objects of study that animate the field of literary studies today. Throughout the semester, we will examine foundational concepts such as author, text, subject, ideology, and canonicity. These concepts will enable us to practice the method of close reading, engaging in debates related to unreliable narration, psychoanalysis, and the construction of gender, sexuality, race, nature, and class. We will compare our close readings with the emergent method of distant reading, engaging in new techniques of data collection, visualization, and analysis in literary studies. In the final weeks of the semester, students will synthesize and draw on their theoretical knowledge and analytical skills to develop their own contributions to contemporary debates in literary studies.
Course Catalog Description: Required of all English majors. Acquaints students with fundamental concepts such as text, genre, author, period, nation/place and reader/critic as they apply to underlying philosophy and material practice in the discipline of English. Not open to students who have earned credit for EN 2500. Falls and Springs. (QRCO) (WRCO) 
Required Texts: 

Henry James, The Turn of the Screw (1898) ISBN: 9780393979169
Jeffrey Nealon and Susan Searls Giroux, eds. The Theory Toolbox. 2nd ed. (2012) 
ISBN: 9780742570504
This is a Writing Connection (WRCO) course in the General Education program.

About: In order to communicate effectively, students need to learn the conventions of their own discipline or profession. They need to learn how to write like an educator, a social worker, a biologist, a historian, or a literary critic, for example. Students take a three- or four-credit Writing (WRCO) course within their major that contains significant writing experiences appropriate to the discipline. These experiences are based on Writing Across the Curriculum activities such as freewriting, outlining, writing multiple drafts, responding to feedback, and creating a finished product. In addition to extending the process of developing writing skills, WRCO courses also emphasize writing to learn in the discipline.
This is a Quantitative Reasoning in the Disciplines (QRCO) course in the General Education program.

About: Mathematics finds application in all fields of scholarship. All disciplines make use of quantitative reasoning in some way and to some extent. Students take a three- or four-credit Quantitative Reasoning course specified as required for their major. This course may be taught within the major discipline or not. It might teach quantitative techniques used as primary or secondary tools within the discipline or might be a course in which students of less quantitative disciplines come to deepen their appreciation of the relevance of quantitative reasoning to us all.
Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:
· Articulate your individual values, purpose, and goals as an English major
· Identify, describe, and interrogate the underlying assumptions, methods, concepts, and debates that characterize the field of literary studies
· Understand, assess, and appreciate the different ways to read and interpret texts

· Develop and execute original arguments about literary texts and traditions
· Evaluate, use, and analyze a range of textual evidence, data, and research 
· Identify and describe the relevance and resonance of the discipline’s methods, skills, and concepts, especially as they relate to textual analysis, contemporary intellectual debates, and the professional world
· Effectively use a range of strategies, such as outlining, drafting, and revision, to navigate the writing process in the discipline
· Contribute to this course and to the field in ways that I, the professor, could not have anticipated at the beginning of the semester
Goals for all PSU Literature courses: 
1. Use cultural, historical, and aesthetic contexts to inform their understanding of all kinds of texts

2. Display analytical skill in their written responses to texts

3. Write fluently and understand writing as an artistic and/or intellectual process

4. Understand the conventions of literary genre as creative writers and critics

5. Capably use research to accomplish their reading, writing and thinking goals

6. Understand the role of emerging digital technologies in writing, literature, and communication
The General Education program focuses on developing the following Habits of Mind:

1. Purposeful Communication

2. Problem Solving

3. Integrated Perspective

4. Self-Regulated Learning

Click here and scroll down for detailed descriptions of these Habits of Mind.

As a course in the General Education program, Studies in English allows students to practice their “purposeful communication” Habit of Mind. Purposeful communication is a habit of mind characterized by the construction of meaning through interactions with texts and people and the creation of new messages. “Text” refers broadly to any communicative message, including, but not limited to, messages that are spoken or written, read or listened to, non-verbal, and/or delivered through any form of media (digital, social, artistic, print, etc.). Construction of meaning and creation of messages are influenced by individuals’ prior experiences as well as cultural and historical contexts. Creation of messages involves the development and purposeful expression of ideas and is designed to increase knowledge, foster understanding, and/or promote change in others’ attitudes, values, beliefs, or behaviors. To be effective, messages must engage the perspectives of others and foster dialog among individuals and the community.
Course Requirements:

In order to pass the course, every student must fulfill each of the following requirements:

(1) Finish all reading assignments for the day they are listed as DUE on the syllabus. 

Bring an annotated copy of the assigned reading to class each day.
(2) Attend class regularly—don’t be late—and participate conscientiously in discussion. More than 2 absences will result in 1/3 of a letter grade deduction for each additional class missed. If there are extenuating circumstances, contact me as soon as possible. Click here for PSU’s attendance policy.
(3) In the first week of class, complete an English major primer (300-500 words) that answers this question: What does it mean to be an English major? Details to follow.
(4) Complete an opening move at the beginning of class each day. Opening moves are short, randomly graded prompts, quizzes, or activities related to the assigned reading for the day. They take between 5 and 10 minutes to complete and cannot be made up at a later date. Complete, relevant, and accurate opening moves receive 1 point, incomplete opening moves receive a half of a point, and missed opening moves receive zero points. At the end of the semester, your opening moves average forms part of your participation grade (see below).
(5) Submit at least 6 blog posts 
to the official course blog on designated Tuesdays. Often, I will pose a question in class or via email the week before blogs are due. But on weeks when I do not, posts may analyze a passage from our readings or connect our discussion and reading to popular culture. For full credit: (1) quote and respond directly to at least one passage from our texts (unless otherwise specified), (2) submit blog posts by 11:00 a.m. on the day they are due, (3) write no less than 300 words and (4) comment on at least two of your classmates’ posts by 11:00 a.m. the following Thursday.
Three of those blog posts will be longer, more structured close readings 
(3-4 paragraphs and at least 750 words) in which you (a) utilize one of the theoretical concepts or approaches from our course material/discussions to propose an original and argumentative claim about a text (b) demonstrate that claim through detailed, thoughtful textual analysis. While these close readings count towards your overall blog post grade, I will also evaluate them on the following criteria: 1. Originality of claim and analysis 2. Thoughtfulness and attention to textual detail 3. Clarity of writing 4. Understanding of relevant theoretical concepts. In this way, close readings function as practice for the longer, more involved critical essay assignment. Details to follow. 

(6) Complete one midterm exam in which you demonstrate your understanding of the discipline’s major theoretical concepts and approaches to textual analysis. 
(7) Complete a career day project and presentation in which you investigate a range of professional paths and the courses, skills, dispositions, and experiences necessary to embark on them. Culminating in a final presentation, this semester-long, portfolio-based project is divided up into three stages: 1. Interviewing former English majors (PSU alumns, staff, and faculty) 2. Researching possible career paths for English majors and 3. Curriculum and activity planning. At the end of the semester, you will present on one potential career that you are interested in pursuing, as well as the courses, internships, and experiences that will prepare you for this career. You will also explain how the theoretical concepts, disciplinary methods, and intellectual habits that you developed throughout the course contribute to this particular path. 
Details to follow. 
(8) Complete an anthology group project (QRCO) in which you employ “distant reading” methods to examine broad canonical and textual trends across literary history. Working in groups, you will develop a specific research question related to literary history, collect and organize relevant data in a spreadsheet, analyze that data, and create infographics and accompanying reflections that 
capture your results and evaluate the methods of distant reading. The goal of this project is to (a) evaluate and experiment with emerging data collection techniques and research in literary studies (b) compare the methods of close reading and distant reading in literary studies (c) examine how anthologies have worked to create, maintain, and/or change the literary canon over time. Details to follow.

(9) Write, outline, revise, and conduct research for a critical essay (1400-1600 words) that uses one of our theoretical approaches and/or concepts to make an original argument about one of our primary texts. This assignment includes: (1) a thesis development paper that includes your working thesis, topic sentences of body paragraphs, and a list of supporting evidence (2) an annotated bibliography that summarizes and evaluates two pieces of relevant literary criticism (3) two distinct versions of a complete rough draft, brought to class on workshop days and (4) your final draft, which should reflect the feedback from the workshops. Thesis development papers, annotated bibliographies, drafts, and workshop participation will be taken into account in your overall paper grades. Details to follow.


Attendance and Participation:

Here are the guidelines I follow in assigning participation grades:

Excellent (A range): A leader in participation; always present and on time; always ready to contribute comments based on thoughtfully annotated, detailed, and careful readings of the assigned text; often able to alter the direction of the conversation or to respond substantively to other students’ comments, or to direct questions to other students; often refers to specific passages in the course readings to back up comments or to dispute others’ readings (including the instructor’s); always completes opening moves; completes in-class writing that shows critical insight into the reading; never texts or uses electronics in class. 

Good (B range): Almost always present (no more than 2 absences) and on time; usually makes more than one contribution in class showing good familiarity with the text and comprehension of the discussion; always completes opening moves; completes in-class writing that shows familiarity with the reading; never texts or uses electronics in class.

Average (C range): Has missed more or arrived late to more than 2 classes; sometimes speaks up in class, but not consistently; shows a general familiarity with the assigned reading; completes most in-class writing and opening moves; never texts or uses electronics in class.

Below average (D range): Chronically absent and/or late; sometimes makes comments that may show some comprehension of what is going on in class, but that make no specific reference to the reading; often does not speak up in class at all; sometimes completes opening moves and in-class writing; rarely texts or uses electronics in class.

Failing (F): Never speaks up in class at all; sometimes texts or uses electronics in class.

*I will provide provisional participation grades twice during the semester so you know how you are doing.

Grading: 

*Participation + Opening Moves (20%) including primer and all in-class writing
*Blog posts + Close Reading Papers (20%)
*Midterm Exam (20%)
*Group Anthology Project + Career Day Presentation (20%) 
*Critical Essay (20%)
Grading guide:

93 above = A

90-92 = A-

87-89 = B+

83-86 = B

80-82 = B-

77-79 = C+

73-76 = C

70-72 = C-

65-69 = D

Below 65 = F

Click here for PSU’s Fair Grading Policy.

Late Work Policy: All written work, including peer review drafts, must be turned in by the appointed due date and time. Any late work drops one letter grade each 24-hour day (week or weekend) it is late. For instance: An A paper, originally due at noon on Monday, becomes a C paper when submitted by 2 p.m. on Tuesday. Please back up your files regularly, since there are no extensions for technology mishaps. 

Academic Honesty: Abide by PSU’s Academic Integrity Policy (found here). Plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in automatic failure of the course and/or disciplinary action. 
Technology: Ringing phones and in-class phone use will subject students to the donut policy, meaning that they must bring donuts for everyone during the subsequent class. Distracting use of electronics will negatively impact participation grades. Laptops and ipads are prohibited during class time, unless otherwise indicated by the instructor or syllabus.
Accommodations: Plymouth State University is committed to providing students with documented disabilities equal access to all university programs and facilities. If you think you have a disability requiring accommodations, you should contact Campus Accessibility Services (CAS), located in the Center for Student Success in Mary Lyon residence hall (535-3300) to determine whether you are eligible for such accommodations. Academic accommodations will only be considered for students who have registered with CAS. If you have a Letter of Accommodation for this course from CAS, please provide the instructor with that information privately so that you and the instructor can review those accommodations.
Help with basic needs: If you find yourself having difficulty affording groceries or accessing sufficient food to eat every day, or if you lack a safe and stable place to live, and you believe this is affecting your performance in this class, please let me know. You may also want to contact the Office of Student Affairs in the Speare Building for support and resources. 
Assignment format: All written work must abide by the MLA standards of citation and formatting. 
*Note: This syllabus is subject to change
Course Calendar
PART ONE: THINKING LIKE AN ENGLISH MAJOR

WEEK 1
Introduction and Foundational Concepts
T
1/30
Course introduction: What does it mean to be an English major?
R
2/1
Nealon and Giroux (TTT), “Why Theory?” and “Author/ity” pp. 1-21
English Major Primer Due
Career Day Project and Presentation Expectations distributed
BY TODAY: Set up a wordpress account and email me your username

WEEK 2
Foundational Concepts (cont.): Text, Author, Reader, Subject
T
2/6
TTT, “Reading,” pp. 21-34 

Blog post 1 due by 11:00 a.m.
R
2/8
TTT, “Subjectivity,” pp. 35-50
Blog post comments due by 11:00 a.m.
WEEK 3
Introduction to Ideology
T
2/13
TTT, “Ideology,” pp. 93-105 
Blog post 2 due by 11:00 a.m.
Participation feedback distributed
R
2/15
TTT, “Space/Time,” pp. 121-136


Faculty/Staff Interview Reports Due (post to Moodle)
Blog post comments due by 11:00 a.m.
WEEK 4
Posts: Postmodernism, Poststructuralism, Postcolonialism
T
2/20
TTT, “Posts,” pp. 139-164


Exam Study Guide Distributed 



Blog post 3 due by 11:00 a.m.

R
2/22
Career research in class

Guest Speaker: Erik Pavesic, PSU Career Services
Brainstorm interview questions for alumns

Blog post comments due by 11:00 a.m. 

WEEK 5
Part One Wrap-up
T
2/27 
MIDTERM EXAM ON TTT


Blog post feedback distributed
R
3/1
Skype and in-person interviews with alumns (Notes due at the end of class)


Introduction to Close Reading Assignment
PART TWO: READING LIKE AN ENGLISH MAJOR
WEEK 6
Close Reading Case Study #1: Unreliable Narration and Psychoanalysis
T
3/6
Henry James, The Turn of the Screw (1898) pp. 1-43 (through Chapter X)



Introduction to Unreliable Narration
Close Reading #1 Due (post to blog (4) by 11:00 a.m.)
R
3/8
Henry James, The Turn of the Screw (1898) pp. 43-85 (to end)



Introduction to Psychoanalysis
Blog post comments due by 11:00 a.m. 
Career research reports due (post to blog)
WEEK 7
Close Reading Case Study #1 (cont.): Unreliable Narration and Psychoanalysis
T
3/13
Robert B. Heilman, “The Freudian Reading of The Turn of the Screw,” pp. 177-184
Close Reading #2 Due (post to blog (5) by 11:00 a.m.)
R
3/15
Shoshana Felman, “Henry James: Madness and the Risks of Practice” pp. 196-228
Blog post comments due by 11:00 a.m. 
SIX WEEK GRADES AVAILABLE ONLINE
WEEK 8
SPRING BREAK: NO CLASSES

WEEK 9
Close Reading Case Study #2: Gender/Sex/Race/Class
T           3/27
Jordan Peele, Get Out (2017) (Watch at the library before class)
Close Reading #3 Due (post to blog (6) by 11:00 a.m.)

R
3/29
Jordan Peele, Get Out (2017) (Watch at the library before class) (cont.)


TTT, “Differences,” pp. 171-205
Blog post comments due by 11:00 a.m. 
WEEK 10
Close Reading Case Study #2 (cont.) and Introduction to Distant Reading
T
4/3
Jordan Peele, Get Out (2017) (Watch at the library before class) (cont.)



TTT, “Life,” pp. 229-254


Introduction to Ecocriticism
R
4/5
TTT, “History,” pp. 107-120; Kathryn Schulz, “What is Distant Reading?” in The 

New York Times; Joshua Rothman, “An Attempt to Discover the Laws of Literature,” in The New Yorker; Jennifer Schluesser, “Reading by the Numbers: When Big Data Meets Literature” in The New York Times 
Introduction to the Anthology Project
Develop research questions in class


Begin drafting google spreadsheet
WEEK 11  
Distant Reading (cont.) Developing a thesis claim
T
4/10
Anthology project working day



Analyze data, explore digital timeline software, and develop infographics

R
4/12 
In-class group presentations of data analysis and infographics
PART THREE: WRITING LIKE AN ENGLISH MAJOR
WEEK 12  
Developing a thesis claim
T
4/17
Introduction to the critical essay assignment


Developing a thesis claim (draft thesis due at the end of class)


Group anthology project critical reflections due (post to blog)
R
4/19
Structuring an analytical essay


Draft sample paragraphs of your own papers in class
 

Thesis development paper due

WEEK 13  
Building an Argument: Drafting and Researching
T
4/24
LIBRARY RESEARCH DAY


Evaluating and Summarizing Sources

R
4/26
WRITING WORKSHOP #1


Bring 2 copies of your full draft to class

WEEK 14 
Integration of Research and Revision  

T
5/1
Integrating outside sources into an argument 

Draft sample paragraph incorporating and citing research
(Bring your rough draft and at least one of your outside sources to class with particularly useful quotations highlighted)


Annotated Bibliography Due

R
5/3
WRITING WORKSHOP #2


Bring 2 copies of your revised draft to class
WEEK 15 
What does it mean to be an English Major? 
T
5/8
Bring Career Day Project materials to class, Curriculum/Activity and Final 

Presentation Planning


Final Draft of Critical Essay Due
R 
5/10
Course assessment and goal-setting, revisit English major primers
Continue work on Career Day Project
FINAL EXAM: Thursday, 5/17 11:00-1:30, Career Day Presentations and Project Due
�Blog posts are writing-to-think exercises, and since they appear on a public blog, where other students and readers can see the posts, they enable students to write with an awareness of audience and develop their own writerly voice. This helps them practice purposeful communication.


�Close readings are longer, more structured forms of blog posts where students practice critical writing and textual analysis in the English discipline. This also enables them to practice purposeful communication, as they develop discipline-specific skills in communicating their literary analyses.


�This portion of writing practice works to fulfill the WRCO requirement.


�This project asks students to draw connections between the class, their learning, their curricular plan, and their personal career path. In many way, it encourages self-regulated learning, but it also facilitates purposeful communication, since students will present their plans to the class and make clear how their learning connects with their career goals.


�By creating infographics—visualization of literary data—and accompanying reflections that explain their findings, students practice purposeful communication about large-scale trends across a vast corpus of literature.


�This project works to fulfill the QRCO project, and evaluates emerging methods of data collection and quantitative techniques in literary studies.


�With this assignment, students practice the strategies of text creation—of outlining, research, drafting, and revising—to develop their first, full-length, original piece of writing in the discipline. This assignment also requires that students read and understand scholarship in the discipline, which helps to shape their “construction of meaning and creation of new messages.”


�The final third of the class is dedicated to writing practices in the discipline, which works to fulfill the WRCO requirement.
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