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I came here seeking growth. I leave a 

better writer, a better thinker, and a 

better teacher. I would not have grown 

as much if I had not gone through this 

immersion experience and had those 

moments of writer's block … moments 

where we all broke down … moments 

where we all worked together. 

Christina Lamson (right), a Goffstown elementary 

school teacher on her NWPNH Summer Institute 

experience 

 

@ Plymouth State 

University 

 

Our Writing Fellows 

It's changed my 

perspective about 

responding to student 

work. To not only 

grade student work but 

to respond to thoughts 

and ideas. I want to 

make a community (in 

my classroom) where 

students can share writing without judgment.  

Roman Santana, English teacher, Dominican 

Republic 

I've experienced how 

important it is for 

students to talk about 

their writing. What I 

learned this summer 

is that students need 

to talk about their 

own writing with 

each other much more.  

Dominic DiBenedetto, 8th grade English 

teacher, Keene Middle School  

I came to consider what my 

practice is, how I approach that 

practice, how I deliver it, and how 

I reflect on that practice to make it 

better. 

Bonnie Toomey, composition 

teacher, Plymouth State 

University 

mailto:megjoanna@gmail.com
http://www.plymouth.edu/outreach/nwpnh


 

 

 

Visiting Authors: 

During each Summer Institute, NWPNH 

brings contemporary authors to visit with 

our fellows and talk about their 

experiences writing, publishing, and 

teaching. Our guest authors also join 

fellows in writing. 

Recent visiting authors included: 

Janna Malamud Smith, a writer and 

psychotherapist; Jennifer DeLeon, an 

author, educator in Boston, and instructor 

at Grub Street Creative Writing Center; 

and McKendy Fils-Aime, a Haitian-

American poet, educator, and co-host of 

Slam Free or Die.  

 

 

The Writing Fellow 

Experience 

NWPNH’s 2015 Summer Institute Fellows 

Details: 

The institute runs from the last week 

of June through the end of July. 

Fellows meet Monday-Thursday 

from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. 

Fellows can register for six to nine 

graduate credits at a reduced rate. 

Fellows receive a stipend for housing 

on campus or for mileage if they do 

not take campus housing.  

 

Each summer up to 20 teachers who use writing to 

teach any subject in grades K-16 gather at Plymouth 

State University for our Summer Institute.  

Fellows develop their skills as teacher-leaders by 

working on their writing while also demonstrating 

and workshopping their teaching practice. 

Specifically, fellows will: 

 revise teaching practices they have 

developed; 

 read current research and theory on writing 

instruction; 

 critique and improve their own writing with 

the aim of making connections to their 

teaching; 

 learn a new model of staff development 

through participation in teaching 

exploration; and 

 share their writing in “Open Mic” sessions. 

To apply: 

 Download application from  

http://www.plymouth.edu/outreach/nwpnh 

 Applications accepted through March 31 but 

applicants are strongly encouraged to 

apply by Feb. 15 for priority consideration.  

 

http://www.jannamalamudsmith.com/
http://www.jenniferdeleonauthor.com/
https://300questions.wordpress.com/2014/04/28/2030-ten-questions-with-mckendy-fils-aime/
http://www.plymouth.edu/outreach/nwpnh

