
NWPNH            
Annual 

Conference 

Taste of the    
Writing Project 

What is NWPNH? 
NWPNH is the New Hampshire site 
of the National Writing Project and 
shares the national mission. Our 
purpose is to improve the teaching 
of writing in New Hampshire 
schools. Each summer, NWPNH 
brings master teachers of writing to 
Plymouth State University for a 
teachers-leading-teachers model of 
professional development. 

Conference Registration 

Registration Fees: $75 

NWPNH Fellows: $65 

Student Rate: $65 

 

Please register online at:  

www.plymouth.edu/outreach/
nwpnh 

Click “Annual Conference” on the 
left. 

Questions? Contact Kari Allen: 

@kari.diederich.allen@gmail.com 

www.plymouth.edu/outreach/nwpnh 

National Writing Project in New Hampshire  

English Department 

MSC #40 

Plymouth, NH  03264 

 

Phone: 603-535-2684 

Fax: 603-535-2584 

E-mail: megp@plymouth.edu 

 

Join us to learn why our     

fellows describe our Summer 

Writing Institute as among 

the best professional           

development they have        

ever had.  

Conference Schedule 

9:00-9:20       Registration, Coffee & Small Snack 

9:20-9:40       Welcome & Writing Activity 

9:45-11:00     Session 1 

11:00-11:15  Break 

11:15-12:30  Session 2 

12:30-1:15     Lunch (Provided by NWPNH) 

1:15-2:30       Session 3 

2:30-2:50       Closing 

 

Workshops will be filled on a first-come, fist-

served basis. We will do the best we can to ac-

commodate workshop preferences and keep 

sessions intentionally small with 20 teachers or 

fewer per session. 

 

When: Thursday, November 2, 2017 

Where: Plymouth State University 

 Concord Campus 

 2 Pillsbury Street 

 Concord, NH 



Session 3 

3-A. WRITING ABOUT SOCIAL ISSUES IN THE 
ELEMENTARY CLASSROOM: This session will center 
around extensive pre-writing to help students learn 
what they think with the ultimate goal of entering the 
One Pen writing contest. We will explore the scaffolding 
necessary to support young people in developing their 
own voice and writing authentically about social issues. 
Kate Eagen is a NWPNH teacher consultant and teaches 
5th grade in Manchester. She is a past NWPNH fellow and 
returning fellow as well as a facilitator in the summer 
institute. 
 
3-B. LOOKING AT STUDENT WORK: Are you new to the 
Writing Project? Are you an elementary school teacher? 
Do you have students whose writing puzzles you? This 
workshop will help you to look at student work by using 
a protocol, and decide on next steps. Participants are 
asked to bring copies of a page of student writing (with 
the name of the student blacked out) to share. The 
workshop presenters request you keep the work to one 
page and bring 8 copies. At least five participants are 
required for this workshop to run. 
Sylvia Osiecki and Joanne Davis are both past NWPNH 
fellows, returning fellows, and members of the leadership 
team. Sylvia teaches second grade in Goffstown. Joanne 
teaches reading and writing at Boscawen Elementary 
School in the Merrimack Valley School District.  
 
3-C. WRITING THE WORLD THROUGH ANOTHER 
PERSON’S EYES: Empathy involves thinking about other 
people’s feelings and points of view. It builds 
awareness  of differences and similarities. It expands 
how we understand ourselves and others. Together 
we’ll write and reflect on ways to teach empathy skills 
through the curriculum and culture of our classrooms. 
This workshop is open to educators of all grades and 
disciplines. 
Gretchen Draper is a NWPNH teacher-consultant and a 
level II trainer in Kingian Nonviolence Conflict and 
Reconciliation.  
 
3-D. MONUMENT PROJECT: This practice is designed to 
elicit an emotional/personal response in the student 
knowing that making personal connections can make a 
lesson ‘stick’. By identifying the people and things we 
hope to memorialize, this practice allows participants to 
begin thinking about the importance of audience, 
specifically in persuasive writing. 
Elizabeth Hadzima is a proud graduate of the theater 
education program at Boston's Emerson College. She 
teaches 8th grade language arts in Sanbornville. 

Session 2 

2-A. THE COLLEGE, CAREER AND COMMUNITY 
WRITERS PROGRAM: C3WP answers the 
contemporary call for respectful argumentative 
discourse. The goal is to help students become skilled 
at writing arguments from nonfiction sources. You’ll 
leave with a better understanding of how to support 
your students grades 6-12. 
Ann Moller is a retired high school teacher and a 
NWPNH fellow and teacher consultant. Arlene 
Taranow is a NWPNH fellow and teacher consultant 
and also works with student teachers through Plymouth 
State University. 
 
2-B. MENTOR TEXTS WITH PICTURE BOOKS: Using 
mentor texts to teaching writing is a tried and true 
practice. In this workshop we will examine recently 
published picture books and see how they could be 
used to help teach writing and connect content across 
the curriculum and grade levels. 
Kari Allen  is a NWPNH teacher consultant, certified 
elementary school teacher, children's writer and an avid 
reader of children's literature. 
 
2-C. WRITING OUR COMMUNITIES—ONE DISTRICT’S 
JOURNEY: Participants will engage in the district's 
journey to embed place-based reading and writing 
into the content area curriculum for all children. 
Through inquiry units the children actively learned 
and made connections with the history, culture, social, 
environment, and economics of their local community.  
Andrew Mercer is a past NWPNH fellow and returning 
fellow. Andrew teaches 4th grade in Plymouth. Gail 
Bourn is a past NWPNH fellow and teacher consultant. 
Gail is the academic coordinator of teaching and 
learning in Laconia. 
 
2-D. PROVIDING AUTHENTIC DIGITAL FEEDBACK TO 
STUDENT WRITING: This presentation will 
demonstrate numerous methods of delivering 
authentic feedback to student writing using several 
digital tools. Google Docs, Google Classroom, Google 
Keep and multiple Google Chrome Extensions will be 
demonstrated. 
Corey Nazer and Molly Brooks are past NWPNH 
fellows and college ready writers program fellows. 
Corey is a social studies teacher and technology 
integrator at Gilford High School. He is also a Certified 
Google Trainer. Molly is a literacy coach at Gilford High 
School. 

Session 1 

1-A. NWPNH SUMMER 2017 POST-INSTITUTE 
MEETING: This is a meeting for participants in the 
2017 Summer Institute. 
 
1-B. NATIONAL HISTORY DAY: National History Day 
is a nation-wide history project competition that 
challenges students in middle and high school to 
pursue rigorous academic research, content area 
nonfiction writing, and become experts on a histori-
cal topic of their own choice. This workshop will 
provide an introduction to this program and a plat-
form for participants to brainstorm ways it could 
improve their classroom. 
Chris Soule is a past NWPNH fellow and returning 
fellow. He teaches middle school social studies in 
Wakefield. 
 
1-C. POETRY (FOUND POETRY, PERSONA POETRY, 
ARTIFACT POETRY): Teaching poetry doesn't have 
to be overwhelming. Our focus will be on accessible 
poetry for all learners. We'll explore how to tap into 
students' creative powers by using mentor texts and 
scaffolded exercises. 
Arlene Taranow is a NWPNH fellow and teacher 
consultant and also works with student teachers 
through Plymouth State University. 
 
1-D. ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE WRITING:  Using 
writing and literature, we will examine how reflec-
tion of experiences in nature can make us more 
mindful and help us develop an intense connected-
ness with the natural world. From these kinds of 
experiences, we are often then motivated to protect 
the places we love that have shaped who we are. 
Key resources and writing activities will be shared. 
Mary Ann McGarry is a past NWPNH fellow and 
special focus institute and is chair of the environmen-
tal science and policy department at PSU. 
 
 


